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Violence prevention is a 
public health issue, and 
the medicine needs to be 
targeted. 
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Legendary 


* is That was the message 
MUsSI1Clan given to leaders and rep- 
: resentatives from govern- 

plans holiday ment, the police, and the 
A non-profit sector at a 
livestream presentation last week by 


— renowned crime preven- 
tion czar Guillermo Ces- 
pedes. 

Teresa Burgess-Ogilvie, 
Executive Director of Safe 
City Mississauga, invited 
Cespedes to speak with 
local leaders after seeing 
him provide the keynote 
at the Canadian Municipal 
Network on Crime Pre- 
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of risk 
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vention (CMNCP) 2020 
virtual conference on Oct. 


Cespedes explained that 
the principles of a public 
health model approach to 
violence prevention mean 
that the “medicine” -- the 
social interventions -- 
must be as data driven 
and as specific as possible. 

Those involved in vio- 
lence prevention must use 
public data to determine 
who is in need, where, 
during what month, and 
on what days, and at what 
times of day. 

“If most violence occurs 
between 6 p.m. and mid- 
night, then this is where 


a 


Dec. 10, 2020 


Chief of Violence Prevention for the City of Oakland, Guillermo Cespedes, spoke to community advocates and 
politicians regarding targeted advocacy and prevention strategies during a special speakers’ event on Oct. 8. (File 


Photo / Peel Police) 


programs need to be fo- 
cused,” said Cespedes. 

Cespedes, a_ social 
worker, is an expert in do- 
mestic and international 
violence prevention, and 
is the first Chief of Vio- 
lence Prevention with the 
City of Oakland, in Cali- 
fornia. 

“What resonated with 
me was the fact that Chief 
Cespedes said that ‘hand- 
cuffs should be the last re- 
sort’,” said Linden King, 
President of Safe City Mis- 
sissauga, who thanked 
Chief Cespedes for a very 
insightful presentation. 
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Want to join the Premium Membership Program? 
Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


—— 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. 


Prizes will be given away through a weekly draw, 
with the winners being featured in the pages of 
Peel Weekly News. Winners will be notified by 
email, and will have the option to include a profile 
picture of themselves for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 


as) 
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Is your company 


thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 
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Caledon seeks provincial support in Region rebalancing 


by Alex Gregory 
As the Region 
turns... 


Caledon is seeking 
provincial support in 
response to a motion 
that would rebalance 
the Town's represen- 
tation on regional 
council. 

Representatives 
from the Town said 
Monday that the 
Town was seeking in- 
tervention from the 
province to delay the 
resolution made by 
Peel Regional Council 
last week, which 
would see Caledon's 
number of seats re- 
duced from five repre- 
sentatives to three, 
while Brampton 
would add two seats 
to their representa- 
tion. 

Creating a motion to 
rebalance Peel Re- 
gional Council in the 
middle of a pandemic 
is "outrageous," said 
Mayor Allan Thomp- 
son. 

“Peel municipalities 
should be keeping 
their eye on the ball, 
which is the need to 
get COVID numbers 
down while protecting 
our local economies. 
The (province) can 
and should help us do 


that, by extending 
their deadlines,” said 
Thompson. 

The walk-on mo- 
tion, introduced last 
week by Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown 
and amended by Mis- 
sissauga councillor 
Carolyn Parrish at the 
end of the Nov. 26 
meeting, would see 
Mississauga's seats on 
regional council stay 
at 12 seats, while 
Brampton's represen- 
tation would rise from 
seven seats to nine. 
The total number of 
regional seats would 
remain unchanged at 


24. 

If approved, the new 
structure would come 
into effect by the next 
regional council term, 
for the 2022-2026 pe- 
riod. 

The move caught 
Caledon councillors 
offguard, with several 
vowing not to support 
a motion until addi- 
tional public consulta- 
tion was __ given 
regarding the issue of 
representation by 
population. After the 
discussion at the Nov. 
26 meeting, a public 
consultation session 
to give feedback re- 


garding the proposed 
change was an- 
nounced for Thurs- 
day, Dec. 17, 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

‘ governments, 
whether they are the 
municipalities that 
make up Peel Region, 
or the Government of 
Ontario, should recog- 
nize the need to make 
sure people have legit- 
imate opportunities to 
voice concerns,” said 
Thompson, indicating 
that the move would 
cut the Town's demo- 
cratic representation 
"by 40 per cent at time 
like this.” 

Caledon currently 
has a population of 
approximately 
66,000, versus just 
over 600,000 in 
Brampton and 
828,000 in Missis- 
sauga. At Regional 
Council, Caledon rep- 
resents 15,660 resi- 
dents for each 
regional seat, com- 
pared to 65,742 resi- 
dents per regional seat 
in Mississauga, and 
97,371 residents per 
regional seat in 
Brampton. 

The introduction of 
the walk-on motion 
caused concern from 


several councillors, 
with some indicating 
that there was no pub- 
lic notice made before 
the motion was intro- 
duced, while others, 
including Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown, 
said the rebalancing 
was inevitable. 

"We don't want 
Caledon to go down to 
one seat. That would 
be unfair, but based 
on representation by 
population, that's 
what it would be," 


— 


Brown said at the 
Nov. 26 meeting. 
Thompson says that 
he and the Town agree 
that Brampton should 
be better represented, 
"put absolutely not at 
Caledon’s _ expense 
and not in haste... our 
constituents deserve 
better than to be side- 
swiped by this resolu- 
tion. That’s why we 
have asked the 
province to put this on 
hold until our com- 
munity can have a 


proper discussion that 
is not clouded by a 
global pandemic.” 
The public meeting 
on Dec. 17 will be 
streamed live on the 
Region of Peel web- 
site, and members of 
the public can submit 
written or verbal com- 
ments on the motion. 
For more information, 
visit the meeting web- 
page at 
peelregion.ca/news/n 
otices/2020/notice- 
20201130.asp. 


COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy amplified by some media outlets 


by Naser Miftari and Alicja Minda, Special 


Concern about 
the safety of a po- 
tential COVID-19 
vaccine and dis- 
trust of the regula- 
tory process 
surfaced in a small 
section of ethnic 
media coverage in 
Canada from May 
to end-October, 
amidst otherwise 
predominantly 
vaccine-support- 
ive language and 
straightforward 
reporting from 
press briefings by 
public health offi- 
cials. 

This follows 
from an analysis 
of 36 vaccine-re- 
lated ethnic media 
reports, both news 
and opinion. 

With Canada on 


track to approve 
the first COVID- 
19 vaccine in mid- 
December, the 
question of how 
open Canadians 
will be to inocula- 
tion becomes an 
ever more press- 
ing one, especially 
in the light of de- 
creasing vaccine 
confidence visible 
in recent opinion 
polls as well as 
warnings by fact- 
checking organi- 
zations about a 
potential new 
wave of mis- and 
disinformation 
amplifying the 
anti-vax message. 

Of the sample of 
36 articles and 
opinions on the 
vaccine, few stood 


out as more con- 
tentious in regard 
to vaccine debate 


coverage. 
Some of the con- 
tentious issues 


emerged broadly 
in the interpreta- 
tion of polls re- 
garding the 
willingness of 
Canadians to take 
a future vaccine. 

For example, a 
Statistics Canada 
survey released on 
Aug. 25 showed 
that 14.1 per cent 
of Canadians were 
either somewhat 
or very unlikely to 
get a COVID-19 
vaccine when it 
becomes __avail- 
able. 

Concerns about 
the vaccine’s 


safety and about 
potential risks and 
side-effects were 
cited as the main 
reasons. 

While a number 
of publications in 
the analyzed sam- 
ple limited them- 
selves to reporting 
survey results— 
with a comment 
from the Chief 
Public Health Of- 
ficer, Dr. Theresa 
Tam, who blamed 
the lack of vaccine 
confidence on on- 
line misinforma- 
tion—one 
interpreted the re- 
sults as a vote of 
no-confidence in 
public health offi- 
cials and Canada’s 
regulatory 
process. 


—o- 


The author of an 
opinion piece en- 
titled “Vaccina- 
tion: who should 
we believe?” ques- 
tioned the value of 
Tam’s assurances 
about the safety 
and effectiveness 
of a future vaccine 
by pointing out 
her changing 
stance on mask- 
wearing as a tool 
of COVID-19 
spread _ preven- 
tion. 

He also argued 
that it was Tam’s 
inconsistency 
which was_ to 
blame for a lack of 
vaccine confi- 
dence in the popu- 
lation, rather than 
falsehoods about 
the vaccine shared 


on social media. 


The author 
maintained a dis- 
tanced, ironic 


tone throughout 
the article, refer- 
ring to a potential 
vaccine as “mirac- 
ulous.” 

According to 
Claire Wardle of 
First Draft, a non- 


profit fighting 
mis- and disinfor- 
mation, during 


the pandemic, the 
narrative focus in 
vaccine opposi- 
tion movements 
has shifted from 
science towards 
personal freedom, 
she told the Daily 
Beast in early No- 
vember. 


Continued Pg 13 
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Crime prevention czar touts new approach for cops 


Continued from Pg 2 


“In addition,” said 
King, “I like the 
models that he used 
for pairing police re- 
sponsibility and 
community services 
and grouping them 
in various crime 
zones.” 

Seventy percent of 
what officers see are 
issues that are non- 
criminal, things like 
food security and 
homelessness, said 
Peel Police Chief 
Nishan poate 
“We want to learn 
from the experi- 
ences of someone 
who has been suc- 
cessful, on how to 
thoughtfully ap- 
proach risk and 
needs, looking at the 
individual, the fam- 
ily, and the environ- 
ment.” 

That is the ap- 
proach Cespedes has 
taken for many 
years. While work- 
ing as Deputy Mayor 
in the City of Los 
Angeles’s Office of 
Gang Reduction and 
Youth Development, 
Mr. Cespedes co-au- 
thored a_ citywide 
strategy that fea- 
tured 16 approaches, 
including a family 
systems model of 
gang prevention. 

In 2012, the 
United States 
Agency for Interna- 
tional Development 
(USAID) signed an 
agreement with the 
City of LA/GRYD to 
export some of the 
practices co-au- 
thored by Mr. Ces- 
pedes to Central 
America, Mexico, 
and the Caribbean. 

Cespedes_ shared 
the success of these 
practices at last 


week’s session, 
whose attendees in- 
cluded Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, Brampton 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown and Mayor 
Allan Thompson of 
Caledon. 

“We're always 
striving to find new 
and innovative ways 
to address crime 
prevention in Peel 
and I want to thank 
Peel Regional Police 
and Safe City Missis- 
sauga for putting on 
this incredibly 1m- 

ortant and timely 

iscussion,” said 
Crombie. “We 
learned a lot more 
from Chief Cespedas 
about the data link- 
ing social determi- 
nants of health with 
crime and the holis- 
tic approach he’s 
taking in Oakland to 
prevent violence.” 

In addressing the 
oe risk fac- 
tors that increase 
the likelihood that 
someone will turn to 
gangs, Cespedes 
spoke_ of primary, 
secondary and terti- 
ary levels of risk. At 
the primary level, 
the person is not in- 
volved in a gang, 
and the preventive 
medicine should be 
directed at the per- 
son, his family, his 
peers and his com- 
munity. 

“It’s an approach 
that emphasizes 
building on assets,” 
said Cespedes, par- 
ticularly the family. 

He emphasized 
this is opposite of 
the traditional ap- 
proach to crime pre- 
vention, where 

olice have called 

amilies in to blame 
them. 


Cespedes outlined 
nine risk factors that 
help determine 
whether someone is 
at risk for joining a 
violent gang: anti- 
social tendencies, 
weak parental su- 

ervision, critical 
ife events, impul- 
sive risk taking, 
hurtin someone 
and feeling no guilt, 
negative peer influ- 
ence, delinquency 
and substance 
abuse, and family 
gang influence. 

“Any youth with 
four of these risk 
factors is at the 
highest level of risk 
for joining a gang,” 
Cespedes said. 

Cespedes referred 
to data from USAID 
to show that this 
family centred ap- 

roach to gang vio- 
ence _— prevention 
was successful. 

Honduras saw a 
52.4 per cent reduc- 
tion, El Salvador was 
a 63.6 per cent re- 
duction in gang vio- 
lence. 

Chief Duraippah 
called Cespedes’s 
work, “A remarkable 
approach, which is 
evidence based and 
very specific.” 

“Using the right 
data can help us bet- 
ter allocate the serv- 
ices and resources to 
the right people at 
the right time,” said 
Sarah Ramsook, Di- 
rector for Safe City 
Mississauga. 

“By _ partnering 
with police agencies, 
municipal govern- 
ments, NGOs, aca- 
demic institutions 
and community 

roups, we can use 

oth quantitative 
and qualitative data 
to co-create pro- 


grams and tools to 
support crime pre- 
vention for our local 
schools, neighbour- 
hoods, and_ busi- 
nesses.” 

She said that Ces- 

edes’ work shows 

ow information 
“will empower us to 
meet the specific 
needs for the cities 
of Peel Region and 
to build a_ safer, 
stronger and health- 
ier community.” 

Deepak Anand, 
MPP for Missis- 
sauga-Malton 
thanked Safe City 
Mississauga an 
City of Oakland for 
“an insightful dis- 
cussion.” As per 
MPP Anand, “It was 
refreshing to learn 
how addressing so- 
cial determinants of 
violence can lead to 
crime prevention. I 
look forward to 
working with the 
City of Mississauga 
with this holistic ap- 
proach in mind to 
ensure _ neighbor- 
hoods in the Peel 
Region and across 
the province are 
safer for eve 

Asked if there is 
evidence that the 
gang violence pre- 
vention programme 
has lasting effects 
Cespedes cautione 
that “we don’t as- 
sume anybody gets 
cured.” 

“We look at vio- 
lence as a chronic ill- 
ness. Our goal is to 
reduce homicides a 
little at a time.” 

Oakland hired Ce- 
spedes just over a 
year ago, at an his- 
torical time when 
people across North 
America are re- 
thinking the concept 
of public safety. In 


an interview broad- 
cast on Youtube, Ce- 
spedes says a public 
health, community 
approach to violence 
reduction 1s more 
than just words in 
Oakland. 

“This is the first 
city I’ve worked in 
where the commu- 
nity input is ab- 
solutely essential to 
everything the city 


oes. 

Oakland has a 
24/7 _ operational 
protocol for _re- 
sponding to violent 
crime that operates 
in real time. Every 
call involves a re- 
sponse from a social 
worker from the 
mayor’s office and a 
representative from 
Cespedes’s_ depart- 
ment. 

Cespedes admitted 
there is still plenty of 
work to do. 

“T’ve been in Oak- 
land a year, and it’s 
been a very hum- 
bling year. I didn’t 

et the memo that 

OVID was com- 


ae 
espedes referred 
to data from the 
nine police beats in 
Oakland with the 
most shootings, fatal 
and non-fatal, and 
said that these same 
nine beats are the 
ones with the high- 
est levels of infection 
from COVID-19. 
Not __ surprising, 
says Cespedes, be- 
cause “the same 
conditions that gen- 
erate violence ap- 
pear to e 
responsible for 
COVID infections,” 
conditions such as 
crowded housing. 


Brampton council votes for east end police station 


Brampton’s 
east end will ben- 
efit from a new 
community po- 
lice station, 
members of the 
city’s Budget 
Committe unani- 
mously decided 
on Wednesday. 

The committee 
approved fund- 
ing for a new sta- 
t i @ 


n 2 
Digital Newspaper Batsapetd sutaoad 


the success of a 
substation 
opened in the 
city’s downtown 
core this past 
summer. 
Suen all 
wards in the city, 
with the excep- 
tion of Wards 9 
and 10, have di- 
rect access to a 
police station. 
The new facil- 
ity, which would 


serve  approxi- 
mately 200,000 
residents in the 
city’s east end, 
would aim to put 
a dent in rising 
crime trends. 
Trends from 
2014-2018 indi- 
cate that person- 
to-person crimes 
increase by 50 
per cent, while 
property crime 
increased by 34 


—o- 


per cent over the 
same timeframe. 

The city was 
successful _ this 
year in opening 
the Downtown 
Brampton — sub- 
station, and the 
east end one is 
the other missing 
link, Brampton 
Mayor _ Patrick 
Brown told Peel 
Weekly news in a 
statement 


Wednesday 
evening. 

“We need fast 
response times in 
every corner of 
the City to ensure 


public _ safety... 
and we hope Re- 
gional Council 


will support this 
motion as well on 
Thursday,” said 
Brown. 
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Has Canada meddled too much in India’s farmer movement? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


A bad situation in 
India continues to 
grow worse, but what 
role will Canada play 
in it? 

PM Justin Trudeau 
has given a new lease 
of life by commenting 
on the ongoing farm- 
ers' rights movement 
in India, which is 
being received by 
some politicians as a 
direct and blatant in- 
terference in India's 
internal affairs. 

“I would be remiss 
if I didn’t start also by 
recognizing the news 
coming out of India 
about the protests by 
farmers," Trudeau 
said _ during a 
livestream during 
Sikh Gurpurab cele- 
brations. "The situa- 
tion is concerning... 
Canada will always be 
ready to defend the 
right to peaceful 
protest. We believe in 
the importance of di- 
alogue and that’s why 
we reached out to 
multiple means di- 
rectly to Indian au- 
thorities to highlight 
our concerns.” 

Relations between 


the two countries 
have not been very 
good in the past and 
now’ Canada-India 
relations are unlikely 
to be conducive in the 
near future, with 
some politicians and 
news outlets suggest- 
ing that Trudeau is 
sympathetic to the 
Khalistanis, and that 
many of Trudeau's 
ministers and MP’s 
are either Khalistani 
or sympathetic. 

Trudeau chose the 
occasion of Guru 
Nanak's birthday to 
comment on India's 
internal affairs. Ear- 
lier, Trudeau had ex- 
cluded Sikhs from 
some Diwali festivi- 
ties and wished the 
Sikhs a happy Bandi 
Chode day. It is part 
of the Diwali series 
that brought the 
Khalistanis to their 
knees. By associating 
the message of Guru 
Nanak's __ birthday 
with the farmers’ 
movement, Trudeau 
has also proved that 
said movement is a 
Sikh movement. And 
it didn't happen nat- 
urally. 

The farmers' rights 
movement is being 
used and promoted 
very effectively by 
Khalistani lobbyists. 
Large amounts of 


money are flowing in 
from Canada and 
other western coun- 
tries. 

Trudeau is not un- 
aware of this and is 
eyeing the polls. On 
the other hand, many 
besieged farmers in 
Delhi are chanting 
less and_ shouting 
more religious slo- 
gans. It is a sign of 
connection with reli- 
gion. 

NDP leader Jag- 
meet Singh's political 
innings began with 
the Khalistani move- 
ment. Conservative 
leader Erin O'Toole 
also has an idea that 
has been pushed for- 
ward by Khalistani 
lobbyists within the 
party, saying, "Let's 
not be left behind." 
Even if Jagmeet and 
O'Toole unite their 
parties, their share 
wouldn't be more 
than 15-20 per cent of 
the Sikh vote. 

Trudeau has a mo- 
nopoly on the Sikh 
vote and will con- 
tinue to do so. If 
Trudeau had _ not 
made such a state- 
ment, no one would 
have commented, but 
the dominance of the 
Khalistanis over 
Trudeau is such that 
he cannot remain 
steadfast. He has 
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done so by saying it. 

Trudeau may be 
saddened by the use 
of tear gas and water 
cannons on farmers 
in Haryana, but when 
these weapons are 
used in another 
country, his lips re- 
main sealed. On Nov. 
28, police in France 
used both gas and 
water cannons on 
protestors, but 
Trudeau said noth- 
ing. 

Trudeau also re- 
mained silent for sev- 
eral days after the 
Oct. 16 attack which 
spurred the protests. 
That attack was moti- 
vated by an incident 
where a_ terrorist 
killed a teacher over 
his attempt to have a 
discussion with stu- 
dents over carica- 
tures of a holy leader. 
Speaking several days 
later, Trudeau down- 
played the condem- 
nation of the killings. 

Trudeau has indi- 
cated that he is 


deeply concerned 
about the so-called 
peaceful peasant 


movement in India, 
which has blocked 
trains in Punjab for 
two months and has 
now laid siege to 
Delhi. Efforts are 
being made to tighten 
the siege, including 


Khalistani supporters 
of Trudeau. 

The question is, if 
this type of protest 
took place in Canada 
and a major city was 
besieged, would 
Trudeau consider it 
peaceful? If the trains 
were stopped for two 
months, would 
Trudeau justify such 
a protest? 

There are many de- 
mands of farmers in 
Canada that the fed- 
eral government has 
not been able to 
meet, but that does 
not mean that they 
should be allowed to 
lay siege to a city like 
Toronto. 10-12 years 
ago, Tamils tried to 
block Toronto's Gar- 
diner Highway, but 
were stopped by po- 
lice. The new trade 
agreement with the 
United States and 
Mexico was opposed 
by Canadian farmers, 
but Trudeau - still 
signed it. Farmers 
fear that the US. 
dairy and meat in- 
dustry will destroy 
them, but Trudeau 
has made a deal and 

romised to subsidize 

armers. 

The government 
also provides various 
subsidies to farmers 
in India, including 
fertilizer, seeds and 


medicines. | Water 
and electricity are 
provided free of cost. 
There is no revenue 
(tax) on agricultural 
land and there is no 
income tax on farm 
income. You don't 
even have to pay 
taxes. Farmers in 
India are demanding 
more subsidies, in- 
cluding a 50 per cent 
discount on diesel 
prices for agriculture, 
MSP for 23 types of 
crops and permanent 
government procure- 
ment. But because of 
agricultural — subsi- 
dies, Western coun- 
tries, including 
Canada, oppose India 
in the World Trade 
Organization and de- 
mand an end to agri- 
cultural subsidies so 
that Western agricul- 
tural products can be 
sold in India. 

On the one hand, 
Trudeau is worried 
about India's farm- 
ers, but on the other 
hand, farmers’ subsi- 
dies are stinging. Isn't 
this a double stan- 
dard? 

If it is a matter of 
farmers' right to 
protest, then the 
farmers have been 
blocking the trains 
for two months and 
now the roads are 
blocked. 


~ 
— 


PRESENTED BY & veesi 


| PDN December 10, 2020_Layout 1 12/10/2020 8:04 AM Page 8 


Dec. 10, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 8 


What is the next step for Canada’s vaccination strategy? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Canada 


Health 
has approved the 
Pfizer and BioN- 


Tech COVID-19 
vaccine for use in 
this country. 

Here in Ontario, 
Health Minister 
Christine Elliott 
made it clear at a 
Wednesday press 
briefing that people 
who will be vacci- 
nated will be pro- 
vided with evidence 
by the Ford govern- 
ment that will allow 
them to travel or 
enter certain busi- 
nesses, such as 
movie theaters. 

The federal gov- 
ernment has also 
indicated that it ex- 
pects to have “most” 
Canadians vacci- 
nated by the end of 
next year. 

Do you think it's 
safe to take it? 

This is a_ tricky 


question. But it's 
the right one. It is a 
matter of risk analy- 
sis. 

Is there a risk to 
vaccines? Yes, there 
is. It is important to 
look at the compar- 
ison of the risks of 
vaccination and no 
vaccination. This is 
a numbers game. 

Also, it depends 
on the individual, 
vaccine, and loca- 
tion. We don't usu- 
ally know it because 
there is no transpar- 
ent, controlled 
study on the relative 
health of vaccinated 
and unvaccinated 
people in good liv- 
ing conditions. 

We can only pro- 
vide the best evi- 
dence, and there is 
truly little evidence 
to follow. 

What we know 
from the get-go is 
that expert scien- 
tists have been in- 
volved in all stages 
of this vaccine's de- 
velopment, includ- 
ing scientific trials, 
and have found this 


vaccine effective 
and safe. 

The U.S.-U.K. and 
Russia Pe Ad- 
ministration has re- 
viewed the results of 
trials---Safe. Even 
Health Canada has 
declared this vac- 
cine safe. 

Regardless, even 
though these groups 
say that the vaccine 
is safe and harm- 
less, it is possible 
that rare adverse re- 
actions that did not 
appear in the trial 
will be found after 
the release. 

Even if 20,000 
participants partici- 
pated in the trial pe- 
riod, it might not be 
possible to detect 
one, two, or one- 
third of the events 
that occurred in a 
million. 

Maybe people who 
have had adverse 
reactions to vac- 
cines should also 
not try this new one 
out. 

Compared with 
many other medi- 
cines, post-release 
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surveillance of vac- 
cines is remarkably 
high, and the vigi- 
lance for these vac- 
cines is even higher 
than usual. 

The fallacy of the 
"propeller made of 
human error after- 
wards" is quite com- 
mon among the 
anti-vax crowd. 

They often attrib- 
ute adverse events 
to vaccines, not just 
hours, days, 
months, or years 
after vaccination. 

Russian Health 
Minister Mikhail 
Murashko informed 
media outlets that 
one in seven volun- 
teers complained of 
their side effects, in- 
cluding weakness, 
muscle pain, and 
pain after being in- 
jected with the 
Russian vaccine 
Sputnik V against 
COVID-19. 

Murashko said in 
an interview with 
the Russian Daily 
that as part of the 
three-phase _ trial, 
more than 300 peo- 


ple have received 
the Sputnik V vac- 
cine, and 14 per cent 
of them complained 
about their health. 

To quote 
Murashko, about 14 
per cent of volun- 
teers expressed dis- 
satisfaction with 
weakness, 24-hour 
muscle pon and oc- 
casional body tem- 
perature rise. 

However, these 
symptoms usually 
disappear after a 
day or a whole day 
and a half. 

Of course, here, 
we are more con- 
cerned about death. 
So, it would make 
sense that the vac- 
cines become 
mandatory for those 
most at risk of 
dying, namely, 
those with existing 
conditions and 
those living in re- 
tirement homes. 

The rest of soci- 
ety's is not in the 
same rush to receive 
it, as COVID-19 will 
most likely become 
anew cold for them! 


This way, the vac- 
cine might not stop 
the global pan- 
demic, but at least it 
will remove strains 
on the health sys- 
tem and reduce the 
death counts. 

It's also more vi- 
able to act quickly 
for a portion of the 
population than for 
everyone, as clearly, 
COVID is here to 
stay, whether we 
like it or not. 

That being said, 
even if COVID-19 
undergoes a new 
mutation, the vac- 
cines might still be 
effective. Those who 
contracted SARS In 
Hong Kong in 2002 
have presented a 
specific immunity 
against the current 
virus. 

The bottom line is 
that time of the 
essence to get out 
from under the un- 
certainty and confu- 
sion of this current 
pandemic. Hope- 
fully, the roadmap 
to a full recovery is 
bright. 
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Councillor honoured with 
Imperial Decoration 


A Mississauga 
councillor was 
honoured 
Wednesday 
morning for his 
contributions 
promo ti ag 
friendship _ be- 
tween the city 
and Japan. 

Ward 6 Coun- 
cillor Ron was 
awarded the 
Order of Rising 
Sun from. the 
Government of 
Japan, in recog- 
nition of individ- 
uals of merit who 
have made an 
outstanding con- 
tribution to the 
promotion of 
Japanese culture 
and international 
relations. 

Starr is one of 
three Canadians 
within the juris- 
diction of the 
Consulate-Gen- 
eral of Japan in 
Toronto to re- 
ceive the Impe- 
rial Decoration, 
referred to as the 
Order of the Ris- 
ing Sun Gold and 
Silver Rays. 


“Councillor 
Starr received 
this award for his 
long-time work 
pe On ot te 


friendship and 
mutual under- 
standing between 
Japan and 
Canada,” said 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. 

Starr has 


helmed a number 
of initiatives, 
events and cul- 
tural exchanges 


with Japan, 
through Missis- 
saugas “sister 
city,” Kariya and 
other _endeav- 
ours. 


“T am humbled 
and honoured by 
the recognition,” 
saidWard 6 
Councillor Ron 
Starr. “It is won- 
derful to experi- 
ence and be part 
of the Japanese 
culture. I enjoy 
my work and look 
forward to con- 
tinuing building 
strong relation- 
ships with Japan 
and our Sister 
City Kariya.” 
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Brampton man under 
arrest in homicide case 


by Alex Gregory 


A 33 year-old 
Brampton man is 
under arrest in 
connection with 
the death of a 
local residence 
and attempted 
killing of five 
others. 

Peel _ Police’s 
Homicide and 
Missing Persons 
Bureau said the 
charges were laid 
in connection 
with an incident 
that took place 
early on_ the 
morning of Dec. 
4, around 4 a.m. 
in the Martin- 


dale Crescent 
area. 
Officers re- 


sponded to a call 
or a fire ee 
roperty in the 
eee and founda 
building that was 
engulfed in fire 
when they ar- 
rived. 

First respon- 
ders located five 
residents within 
the property. 

34-year-old 
woman was 
taken to local 
hospital with 
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non-life threat- 
ening injuries. A 
71-year-old man, 
as well as a 11, 
nine, and four 
year-old child 
who did not suf- 
fer any physical 
injuries. 
Located in the 
residence was a 
deceased woman 
believed to be 61 
years of age. 
Helder Ver- 
tentes-Arruda, of 
Brampton, was 
later arrested 
and charged with 
one count of 
first-degree mur- 
der and_ five 
counts of at- 
tempted murder 
related to the in- 
ciden. 
According _ to 
police, a subse- 
quent investiga- 
tion revealed 
that the suspect 
was related to 
the five victims. 
Vertentes-Ar- 
ruda appeared in 
Brampton court 
to answer to the 
charges on Dec. 


4. 


Suspect nabbed after 
incident at local gurdwara 


An unidentifed 
suspect is under 
arrest after dam- 
aging a Bramp- 
ton gurdwara 
last week. 

21  Division’s 
Criminal Inves- 
tigation Bureau 
made the arrest 
after an incident 
at a gurdwara in 
the Nexus Av- 
enue and 
Ebenezer Road 
area. 

Police say the 
suspect attended 
the gurdwara on 
Dec. 3 and was 
provided with a 
holy scripture, a 
Sukhmani Sahib 
Gutka, which he 
proceeded to 
cause unspeci- 
fied damage to. 

The suspect, 
whose _ identity 
was not known 
as of press time, 
was not found to 
have been moti- 
vated by hate or 
politics, said po- 
lice. 


“Peel Regional 
Police takes inci- 
dents targeting 
religious prop- 
erty seriously, 
and we do look 
at all aspects, in- 
cluding _hate- 
motivation. 
Investigators 
worked with the 
Gurdwara and 
the community 
and were able to 
identify the man 
with assistance 
from his family,” 
a statement 
from Peel Police 
said this past 
weekend. 

“We  under- 
stand the impact 
that this inci- 
dent has had on 
the community 
and have 
worked with 
community 
partners to alle- 
viate concerns 
and address 
questions that 
may have 
arisen.” 
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Zero per cent tax increase approved for 2021 budget 


Athird consecu- 
tive property tax in- 
crease, lower 
baseline budget and 
investments in local 
environmental ini- 
tiative are some of 
the key aspects of 
Brampton’s 2021 
budget, approved 
by councillors at 
their regular meet- 
ing | Wednesday 
morning. 

The city approved 
the 2021 budget, 
which will cost $1.2 
billion and see a 
third consecutive 
freeze on property 
taxes, coupled with 
a lower baseline 
budget to handle 
service levels for 
key city mainte- 
nance projects. 

“The people of 
Brampton made 
their choice clear 
about the impor- 
tance of maintain- 
ing service levels 
and keeping their 
tax bill affordable,” 


said Wards 1 &5 
city councillor Paul 
Vicente, who chairs 
the city’s budget 
committee. 

“(The budget will 
be) focused on de- 
livering the best 
value for our citi- 
zens and excellence 
in the services we 
provide for our di- 
verse, vibrant com- 
munity.” 

The total budget 
includes a $767 mil- 
lion operating 
budget and $476 
million capital 
budget, along with a 
$114 million-dollar 


boost to capital 
works through 
funds collected 


through the city’s 
stormwater service 
charge. 

Some of the key 
projects highlighted 
in next year’s 
budget include 
$26.1M over three 
years forthe River- 
walk project in 


downtown Bramp- 
ton; $10M to sup- 
port healthy 
community living; 
$1.5M over three 
years to implement 
the city’s Environ- 
mental Master 
Plan, to expedite 
the implementation 
of climate change, 
sustainability, and 
natural 


heritage 


priorities; and 
$250,000 to con- 
tinue the Commu- 
nity Garden and 
Backyard Garden 
Programs, eco- 
friendly initiatives 
to help support 
food security. 

Transit will also 
be a key focus, with 
eight replacement 


buses being pur- 


chased to maintain 
fleet reliability; 40 
new transit shel- 
ters; and a $175M 
towards third tran- 
sit maintenance 
and storage facility 
to meet future 
growth 

“The City’s strong 
financial position 
was a driving factor 
in our efforts to 


maximize value for 
taxpayers. The 2021 
Budget makes ro- 
bust investments 
for our commu- 
nity’s wellbeing and 
economic prospects 
now and into the fu- 
ture,” said the city’s 
chief administrative 
officer, David Bar- 
rick. 


Brampton’s South Asian Community Rallies Taskforce to Help Residents 


A group of like- 
minded physi- 
cians, lawyers, 
healthcare profes- 
sionals, business 
leaders, and volun- 
teers from all back- 
grounds and faiths 
have come _ to- 
gether to launch 
the Canadian 
South Asian 
COVID-19 _ Task- 
force (“the Task- 
force”), which is 
aimed at helping 
local communities 
deal with the ongo- 
ing effects of the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic. 

The grassroots, 
non-political or- 
ganization, 
launched late last 
month, will fo- 
cused on raising 
awareness of the 
socio-economic 
barriers that are 
contributing to the 
high rate of spread 
in the South Asian 
community, and 
addressing the 
challenges faced by 


the community 
through education. 

The Taskforce is 
urging all levels of 
government to 
take action in pro- 
viding more mean- 
ingful solutions to 
stop the spread of 
COVID-19 in mar- 
ginalized popula- 
tions. 

The South Asian 
community makes 
up a third of the 
population in the 
Region of Peel, but 
currently repre- 
sents almost half 
of all new positive 
COVID-19 cases 
reported. 

The high level of 
positive cases in 
Peel are a result of 
the unique barriers 
faced by the South 
Asian community, 
say representatives 
from the taskforce. 
Many members of 
South Asian com- 
munities are es- 
sential workers, 
and provide Cana- 
dians with impor- 


tant services in 
high risk sectors 
such as food sup- 
ply, healthcare, as 
well as transporta- 
tion and logistics. 
Many also live in 
multi-generational 
homes, have un- 
derlying health 
conditions, and are 
also. concerned 
with the stigma of 
COVID-19 testing. 
“The current 
mainstream 
modes of public 
health messaging 
has been ineffec- 
tive in addressing 
the issues of 
COVID-19 in 
South Asian com- 
munities, which 
face complex chal- 
lenges that are fur- 
ther exacerbated 
by the virus,” said 
Dr. Raj Grewal and 
Dr. Simerpreet 
Sandhanwalia, co- 
founders of the 
Canadian South 
Asian COVID-19 
Taskforce. “Our 
grassroots organi- 


zation will focus on 
reducing the trans- 
mission of COVID- 
19 through 
evidence-based ed- 
ucation, — public 
health advocacy, 
and community 
outreach.” 

The Taskforce 
aims to educate 
public health offi- 
cials and_ policy 
makers within the 
Region of Peel in 
Ontario and the 
Fraser Health Au- 
thority in British 
Columbia on the 
drivers of COVID- 
19 transmission 
and the unique 
challenges faced by 
South Asian com- 
munities. 

For example, the 
task force believes 
high-risk, margin- 
alized communi- 
ties can be 
supported with 
greater and differ- 
ent modes of test- 
ing facilities, 
improved educa- 
tion for worker 


—o- 


safety, enforce- 
ment of non-com- 
pliant businesses, 
and access to fi- 
nancial support 
(e.g. wraparound 
services) for es- 
sential workers 
who are unable to 
work as a result of 
contracting 
COVID-19. 

“So many mem- 
bers of the South 
Asian community 
work in essential 
services, and a 
high proportion of 
our community 
does not have the 
ability to work 
from home due to 
the nature of the 
work. These re- 
gions have a dis- 
proportionate 
amount of South 
Asian essential 
workers that are at 
a higher risk of 
being exposed to 
COVID-19 said 
Guri Pannu, a 
strategic leader 
with the Canadian 
South Asian 


COVID-19  Task- 
force. He was also 
a member of the 
senior leadership 
team of the suc- 
cessful grassroots 
initiative, Conquer 
COVID-19. 
“Limited access 
to financial sup- 
port is a key con- 
sideration for 
government offi- 
cials looking to re- 
duce the spread of 
the virus among 
this community. 
Without it, these 
challenges will 
continue to exist 
after the lockdown 
measures are 
lifted, and these 
high-risk commu- 
nities will continue 
to feel the brunt of 
a lack of invest- 
ment in access to 
quality healthcare 
and the heightened 
risks associated 
with being an es- 
sential worker dur- 
ing the pandemic.” 
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COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy amplified by some media outlets 


Continued from Pg 5 


A possible reflec- 
tion of that shift 
could be glimpsed in 
a record of a street 
survey conducted by 
one of the ethnic 
media outlets in early 
September. 

Out of 11 partici- 
pants (eight men and 
three women) who 
were asked if they 
would take the 
COVID-19 vaccine, 
nine said no. 

Explaining _ their 
reasons, three partic- 
ipants cited conspir- 
acy theories 
(connecting the pan- 
demic to Bill Gates, 
calling it a scam, or 
an experiment). 
Some cited negative 
experiences with flu 
shots or lack of faith 
in the effectiveness of 
vaccines overall, and 
some replied that 
mandatory vaccina- 
tion was a violation of 
personal freedom. 

In what appeared to 
be endorsement of a 
vaccine-hesitant dis- 
course, the  inter- 
viewer asked a 
number of leading 
questions reflecting 
his own distrust of 
the official messaging 
and opposition to 
mandatory inocula- 
tion (“We don’t really 
know if it will be ef- 
fective against all 
viruses, since this 
virus mutates, 
right?”; “So we can’t 
really say this is the 
kind of pandemic 
weve seen in the 
movies?”; while in- 
terviewing someone 
who said that “a lot of 
people won’t want to 
get a vaccine because 
it’s simply about con- 
trolling people,” the 
interviewer added, 
“especially manda- 
tory vaccines”). 

A survey that both 
ethnic and main- 
stream media took 
note of was a poll by 
Leger and the Associ- 
ation for Canadian 
Studies measuring 
Canadians’ attitudes 
to mandatory vacci- 
nation. 

The survey, pub- 
lished on Oct. 14, 
found that the share 
of the population in 
favour of mandatory 
COVID-19_ vaccina- 


tion shrank to 39 per 
cent from 57 per cent 
in July, while the 
share of people in 
favour of voluntary 
vaccination rose to 54 
per cent. 

The Toronto Star 
syndicated report 
was headlined 
“Fewer Canadians 
support mandatory 
vaccination, poll 
finds,” but the fram- 
ing of the findings in 
the ethnic media var- 
ied. 

One _ publication, 
which appeared to 
wrongly attribute the 


survey to Statistics 
Canada, headlined its 
report “Canadians 
oppose compulsory 
COVID-19_ vaccina- 
tion,” while another 
wrote: “Canadians 
split over mandatory 
COVID-19 vaccines.” 

The majority of the 
media outlets in the 
sample extensively 
quoted Tam’s_ re- 
peated assurances 
that the vaccine ap- 
proval procedure was 
robust and that the 
safety protocols 
would not be com- 
promised, even 
though the process 
was expedited. 

In editorial com- 
mentary, however, at 
least two outlets 
channeled concern 
about the speed of 
vaccine development 
and approval. 

The author of an 
opinion piece in an 
online weekly pub- 
lished mid-August 
was wotried that a 
vaccine made in a 


fraction of the usual 
time might not be 
safe and pointed to 
the thalidomide 
tragedy from over 
half a century ago. 
(Thalidomide was a 
medicine accepted 
for use in 1960 to 
treat morning sick- 
ness during preg- 
nancy, which was 
later found to cause 
severe deformation of 
limbs in an estimated 
24,000 babies. Ac- 
cording to the manu- 
facturer of the drug, 
Canada approved it 
within three months 


of the company sub- 
mitting data on ani- 


mal and_ clinical 
studies.) 
The author de- 


manded more trans- 
parency from the 
government (“show 
me the science”) and 
questioned its mo- 
tives, implying that 
Ottawa was choosing 
“return to normal” 
and the economic 
benefits over making 
sure the vaccine 
would be safe. 

The host of a call-in 
radio show aired 
mid-September com- 
mented the vaccine 
appeared to be 
rushed through the 
process, and_ that 
there was a lot of un- 
certainty as to its 
safety. 

The skepticism ap- 
peared to be related 
to the changing pub- 
lic health instruc- 
tions, as with 
mask-wearing. At the 
same time, the host 
urged listeners to 


heed public health 
advice. 

Some ethnic media 
outlets took it upon 
themselves to expose 
COVID-19 __ related 
conspiracies circulat- 
ing online, and sev- 
eral reported the 
warnings of public 
health officials, in- 
cluding Dr. Tam’s 
concern that the anti- 
vaccination move- 
ment was threatening 
the fight against 
COVID-19. 

The author of a pre- 
viously mentioned 
opinion piece 


stressed that regard- 
less of various theo- 
ries about the 
virus—“that it is 
manmade, that it is a 
conspiracy, that itis a 
scam—the fact re- 
mains that it is a 
virus; it affects the 
respiratory system; 
there are people who 
are at risk; and it can 
kill. “ 

Another outlet 
tackled the conspir- 
acy theories  for- 
warded in a video 
called Pandemic, 
which had gone viral 
before it was taken 
down by YouTube 
and Facebook and 
debunked by multi- 
ple media and 
factchecking organi- 
zations. 

In an article pub- 
lished on May 16, the 
publication quoted a 
Montreal doctor as 
saying that almost 
everything in the film 
was based on false in- 
formation and warn- 
ing people against 
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falling into the trap of 
misinformation and 
conspiracy theories. 
To compare ethnic 
media coverage with 
a mainstream outlet, 
we analyzed 22 vac- 
cine-related Toronto 
Star articles, opinion 
pieces, commentaries 
and podcasts pub- 
lished in the same 
time span, either as 
in-house journalism 
through contributors 
or sourced through 
Torstar Syndication 
Services. Of those, 10 
were opinion pieces 
written by regular 


columnists and con- 
tributors. 

It comes as no sur- 
prise that the Star, 
with the resources at 
its disposal, was able 
to provide more 
analysis and in-depth 
coverage (e.g., of the 
vaccine development 
efforts or of the roots 
of the anti-vax move- 
ment) than ethnic 
media in the sample, 
most of which fo- 
cused on reporting 
the news. 

At the same time, 
since a lot of the eth- 
nic outlets followed 
mainstream  cover- 
age, they were able to 
cover many of the 
same topics. 

Differences were 
observed in the pres- 
entation and inter- 
pretation of public 
sentiment. While the 
Star acknowledged 
the presence of vac- 
cine hesitancy among 
Canadians, including 
their fear of potential 
side effects, the focus 


in several articles was 
on how to address 
these doubts and en- 
sure the desired vac- 
cination rate (e.g., 
“How good is a vac- 
cine if people are 
afraid to get it?” Aug. 
6). 
On the issue of 
whether a future vac- 
cine should be 
mandatory, the paper 
published in May two 
opinion pieces side 
by side, one arguing 
in favour (“Yes. It will 
accelerate the return 
to normal”), the other 
against. 

However, the argu- 
ment against making 
the vaccine compul- 
sory was that it might 
have an adverse ef- 
fect on marginalized 
communities, and 
was not an expres- 
sion of distrust of the 
regulatory process or 
a defence of personal 
liberty (“No. The un- 
derclass would face 
undue stigma, bur- 
den”). 

Any skepticism 
over the vaccine was 
mostly related to its 
limitations as a 
means of ending the 
pandemic, not the 
approval process. In 
an article titled “Any 
potential vaccine will 
have limitations” 
(June 12), the author 
pointed to a fre- 
quently overlooked 
feature of most vac- 
cines, which is that 
they “typically protect 
people from the dis- 
ease ..., but may not 
actually prevent peo- 

le from being in- 

ected by that virus.” 
As a result, unless a 
great majority of the 
world population is 
inoculated, “nothing 
will go back to resem- 
bling ‘normal.” 

Note about 
methodology: 
MIREMS reports are 
summaries in English 
of articles and broad- 
casts in foreign-lan- 
guage media in 
Canada. The reports 
for this project were 
selected based on a 
keyword search to re- 
flect major themes in 
the debate around 
COVID-19, and do 
not represent all of 
the COVID-19 related 
coverage in the mon- 
itored outlets. 
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On International Rights Day, how far have we come? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


and 


Canada, 
countries the world 
over, are celebrat- 
ing the 72nd an- 


niversary of 
International 
Human Rights Day 
on Dec. 10 with 
flexibility and dig- 
nity. 

On Dec. 10, 1948, 
the United Nations 
General Assembly 
adopted the Uni- 
versal Declaration 
of Human Rights, 
declaring that "all 

eople are born 
ree and equal in 
the world. Dignity 
and rights." 

It's not new. 
Human rights are 
never granted or 
given; they are 
owned since birth 
among every 
human being 
worldwide. 

The distortion 
that exists and is 
somehow is misin- 
terpreted is that 
human rights are 
somehow provided 
to a human being 


in their lives. 

In reality, these 
human rights are 
only removed in all 
factuality of rea- 
soning. 

Ontario Health 
Minister Christine 
Elliott said on Dec. 
9 that if a Canadian 
resident refuses to 
take the COVID-19 
vaccine, they could 
face restrictions. 

On the one hand, 
she says the vac- 
cine will not be 
mandatory in On- 
tario; on the other 
hand, she says re- 
strictions might 
apply. 

Which is it? 

Elliott needs to 
remind herself that 
this country is not 
a dictatorship. You 
don’t unilaterally 
enforce regulations 
over what goes into 
someone’s body. 

Ontarians are not 
looking for control; 
they want their 
freedom, their 
rights. 

Not only that, but 
human rights are 
also identified on 
many different lev- 
els of needs; that 
each human being 
must integrate and 


balance to main- 
tain a holistic level 
of real health in all 
areas in their life. 
We fought in the 
First and Second 
World Wars, 
where millions of 
lives were lost, mil- 
lions of children, 
women and chil- 
dren were starving 
in Turkey, and no- 
torious torture 
camps were run- 
ning in Hitler's 
Germany, to pro- 
tect those free- 
doms and rights. 
In America, the 
Trump administra- 
tion rolled out its 
"zero-tolerance" 
policy on the U.S.- 
Mexico __ border; 
hundreds of mi- 
grant children 
were _ separated 
from their families 
with little fanfare. 
As those children 
were shuttled 
around the country 
in late 2017, their 
parents were 
swiftly detained or 
deported. 
Humanitarians 
worldwide have 
heard and _ read 
about women's in- 
humane treatment, 
men and children 
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in torture cham- 
bers and gas cham- 
bers over the past 
several centuries. 

Human rights are 
fundamental _ be- 
cause they provide 
fairness and equal- 
ity in our society. 

Without human 
rights, society 
would go back to 
ancient times in 
terms of morality. 

To demonstrate 
how _ important 
human rights are, 
I'll describe a 
world where 
human rights do 
not exist. 

Genocide and 
slavery would be- 
come common- 

lace. War would 

ecome very com- 
mon, and we 
would have killed 
many humans by 
now because of nu- 
clear weapons. 

For this very rea- 
son, the United 
Nations was cre- 
ated, and human 
rights only began 
to flourish after 
World War 2. 
Human rights have 
evolved faster be- 
tween World War 
2 and 2018 than 
between 1000 AD 


and the 18th cen- 
tury. And it's all 
thanks to technol- 
ogy. 

We needed 
human rights to 
curb the destruc- 
tive power of our 
tech. Those in 
power suddenly 
had a good incen- 
tive (nukes) to 
evolve human 
rights. 

As a further look 
at what could hap- 
pen if we let our 
rights be trampled 
on, the justice sys- 
tem will be terrible. 
People will be mur- 
dered and be "dis- 
appeared" by the 
government for be- 
coming "political 
opponents.” 

There would be 
no freedom’ of 
speech, no_ free- 
dom at all. Every- 


thing will be 
controlled and cen- 
sored. 


Everyone would 
be more deficient 
than they are now, 
and the _ wealth 
hoarded by the 
elite would be even 
greater than it is 
today. 

Life would suck 
for you if you were 


an average person. 
The elite would 
have it alright, but 
even they would be 
worse off in such a 
society than they 
are now. 

They would be 
constantly para- 
noid about getting 
poisoned or killed 
by another elite. 
Instead of facing 
political shame, 
they and their fam- 
ily would be facing 
literal death and 
torture if an enemy 
elite successfully 
attacked them. 

It would be like 
the drug lords or 
ancient kings who 
did terrible things 
to each other. 

If we are doubtful 
about the COVID- 
19 vaccine and 
scared about the 
side effects, and we 
are refusing to take 
it, with our human 
rights, we must 
have equal rights; 
we must not be fac- 
ing any restric- 
tions; otherwise, 
it's a dictatorship. 

We all must fight 
for our rights, and 
its human rights, 
for our freedom 
and that of others. 


Charges laid after Brampton RIDE check 


Officers as- 
signed to the 
Festive RIDE 
(Reduce Im- 


paired Driving 
Everywhere) 
program have 
laid several 
charges against 
three men, after 
a loaded firearm 
was recovered 
during a spot- 
check in Bramp- 
ton. 

Early in the 
morning of Dec. 
6, officers were 
conducting ran- 
dom __ sobriety 
checks on mo- 
torists in the 
area of Missis- 


sauga Road and 
Embleton Road. 
While investi- 
gating a vehicle 
and its occu- 
pants, a viola- 
tion of the 
Cannabis Con- 
trol Act was ob- 
served which led 
to a search of 
the vehicle. Dur- 
ing this search, 
officers located 
a loaded .45 cal- 
iber handgun. 
19 year-old 
Birhan Osman, 
of Toronto, 29 
year-old Jayson 
Jeyakanthan, of 
Brampton, and 
30 year-old 


Lavan 
Paleswaran, of 
Vaughan, were 
all charged with 
multiple of- 
fences, includ- 
ing possession 
of an unautho- 
rized firearm, 
carrying a con- 
cealed weapon 


and careless 
storage of a 
firearm. 


All three men 
were held for a 
bail hearing and 
appeared in 
Brampton court 
to answer to the 
charges on Dec. 
6. 
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Police looking for leads in connection with ean shooting 


Atrio of suspects are being 
sought in connection with a 
shooting that took place in 
Brampton this past summer. 

22 Division’s Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau said the suspects 
are being sought after an incident 
that took place on Aug. 31, 
around 3:45 p.m. in the Chin- 
guacousy Road and_ Bovaird 
Drive area. 

Police responded to a cemetery 
in the area after receiving reports 
of a shooting involving multiple 
participants. 

Soon after, police located three 
victims with gunshot wounds - 
one of whom walked to a nearby 
hospital to receive treatment, an- 
other who was located on Mist- 
dale Crescent and suffering from 


gunshot wounds, and a third who 
was located at a firehall in the 
Hurontario Street and Steeles 
Avenue area and transported to 
hospital. 

Police also located four vehicles 
within the cemetery, along with 
evidence indicating that a nearby 
residence and school sustained 
damage due to gunfire. No other 
victims have been located to 
date, say police. 

Nearby camera located three 
males who are considered per- 
sons of interest in the case, say 
police. 

Anyone with information re- 
garding this incident is asked to 
contact 22 Division’s Criminal 
Investigation Bureau at 
(905)453-2121, ext. 2233. 


This week’s feature video. 
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Location: 


113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-0191 


Email Address: 


info@zestforliving.ca 


Join us today for shopping ina 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Zest for Living 

Port Credit 

Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 
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sanctions: Elliott 


oe on business owner nabbed Non-vaccinators face 
investigation 


A Brampton 
business owner 
has been fined 
and jailed after 
failing to remit 
hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars in 
unpaid taxes. 

Hien Van Tran 
(Tran) , the owner 
of VN Live Bait 
Ontario Limited 
in Brampton, was 
sentenced to eight 
months in jail and 
was fined a total of 
$364,000 on Nov. 
30 in connection 
with an investiga- 
tion that dates 


back to last year. 
On June 21, 
2019, Tran 


pleaded guilty in 
Brampton court to 


one count of 
goods and serv- 
ices tax/harmo- 


nized sales. tax 
(GST/HST)_ eva- 
sion under the Ex- 
cise Tax Act. 

In addition to 
the court imposed 
fine, Tran will also 
have to pay the 
full amount of tax 
owing, plus re- 
lated interest and 


any penalties as- 
sessed by the 
Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA), 
which initiated 
the investigation. 

The CRA investi- 
gation revealed 
that Tran, the sole 
shareholder of VN 
Live Bait, did not 
remit $726,723 in 
GST/HST during 
the period of Jan. 
1, 2014, to Dec. 31, 
2015 

Willfully failing 
to follow tax laws 
could result in se- 


rious conse- 
quences, 
including re- 


assessments, the 
imposition of civil 


penalties, and 
criminal tax inves- 
tigations and 


prosecutions re- 
sulting in court 
fines, jail time and 
a criminal record, 
the CRA said after 
the decision was 
revealed. 

“When taxpayers 
are convicted of 
evading 
GST/HST, they 
must pay the full 
amount of tax 
owing, plus inter- 
est and any civil 
penalties that may 
be assessed by the 
CRA. In addition, 
a court may fine 
convicted taxpay- 
ers up to 200 per 


cent of the tax 
evaded and im- 
pose a jail term of 
up to five years,” a 
CRA spokesper- 
son said last week. 

“The CRA re- 
mains dedicated 
to maintaining the 
integrity of 
Canada's tax sys- 
tem, as well as the 
social and _ eco- 
nomic well-being 
of Canadians dur- 
ing these unprece- 
dented times. The 
CRA continues to 
aggressively pur- 
sue tax evasion 
and false claims 


with © all 
available 


them.“ 


Ontario's health 
minister has 
made it clear that 
peers who will 

e vaccinated will 
be provided with 
evidence by the 
Ford government 
that will allow 
them to travel or 
enter certain 
businesses, such 
as movie theaters. 

Christine Elliott 
made the remarks 
at Queen's Park 
on Tuesday, say- 
ing that the aim 
of the govern- 
ment was to en- 
sure that 
everyone was ed- 
ucated about the 
vaccine before it 
was adminis- 
tered, although it 
was not manda- 


tory 
Elliott said some 
people may face 
some restrictions 
if they decide not 
to get vaccinated. 
Additionally, 
awareness cam- 
paigns regarding 
the vaccine will 
be of interest to 
residents who are 
on the _ fence 
about whether to 


become a recipi- 
ent, indicated El- 


liott. 
Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau 


and the federal 
government have 
also announced 
that Canada 
would receive 
200,000 doses of 
the vaccine. 

The Pfizer and 
BioNTech vac- 
cines received ap- 
proval from 
Health Canada 
Wednesday, with 
up to four million 
doses expected by 
March. 

In response to 
provincial discus- 
sions about the 
vaccine, NDP 
Leader Andrea 
Horwath said that 
“(Premier) Doug 
Ford is waving 
the white flag in 
the fight against 
COVID-19, and 
just waiting for a 
vaccine now,” in 
response to the 
government call- 
ing an early re- 
cess at Queen’s 
Park before the 
end of the year. 
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Province set to double down on environmental legislation: CVC 


After tens. of 
thousands of resi- 
dents, municipali- 


ties and 
organizations 
across Ontario 
called for the 


provincial govern- 
ment to remove 
Schedule 6 from 
Bill 229, the 
province is now 
making Schedule 6 
even more damag- 
ing, says a local 
conservation au- 
thority. 

Schedule 6, part 
of the Bill intro- 
duced by _ the 
province, has been 
criticized by con- 
servation authori- 
ties as strippin 
environmenta 
protections from 
the provincial 
Greenbelt. 

While some posi- 
tive changes were 
made by the Stand- 
ing Committee on 
Finance and Eco- 
nomic Affairs, new 
clauses were ap- 


proved that did not 
have the benefit of 
review and com- 
ment by the many 
delegations to the 
Sateen Commit- 
tee speaking to the 
removal of Sched- 
ule 6, says Credit 
Valley Conserva- 
tion. 

The new provi- 
sion forces conser- 
vation authorities 
to issue permits 
where Minister’s 
Zoning Orders 
have been issued 
by the Province in 
support of devel- 
opment, regardless 
of the impact on 
woodlots, valley 
lands and provin- 
cially significant 
wetlands, said CVC 
Chair Karen Ras. 

“Simply put — 
this proposed leg- 
islation will cause 
harm. It will in- 
crease risk to peo- 
ple, property and 
infrastructure and 
threaten environ- 


mentally sensitive 
areas,” said Ras. “It 
contradicts recom- 
mendations by the 
Premier’s own Spe- 
cial Flood Advisor 
regarding our role 
in land use plan- 
ning.” 

If passed, the leg- 
islation will allow 
developers to by- 
pass conservation 
authorities’ well- 
established water- 
shed policies and 
science-based reg- 
ulations by appeal- 
ing directly to the 
Minister of Natural 
Resources and 
Forestry to issue 
permits in place of 
a conservation au- 
thority. 

These _ policies 
and regulations are 
in place to help 
steer development 
to eae 
places where it will 
not harm the envi- 
ronment or create 
risks to people and 


property. 


This move serves 
to take science out 
of the equation, ef- 
fectively politiciz- 
ing the permitting 
process, says Ras. 

“Unconstrained 
development in 
wetlands and 
flood-prone areas 
can result in costly 
repairs by munici- 


palities -  ulti- 
mately paid for by 
taxpayers,” said 
Ras. 


“This legislation 
removes the checks 
and balances that 
ensure the safe de- 
velopment of com- 
munities. CVC and 
our municipalities 
have called for 
Schedule 6 to be 
removed from Bill 
229 and we appeal 
to the province to 
do the right thing 
and heed our call. 
No amount of de- 
velopment and 


growth is worth 
this cost.” 

In a statement, 
CVC said it is call- 
ing on the province 
to remove Sched- 
ule 6 from the om- 
nibus budget bill 
229 so that these 
significant changes 
can be properly de- 
bated and_in- 
formed through 
consultation. 
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News BUSINESS 


“Hero” Awards Celebrate Local Crime Prevention Advocates 


Three local indi- 
viduals/groups 
making a difference 
in their communi- 
ties were recog- 
nized for their 
efforts during an 
virtual awards cer- 
emony last week. 

On Dec. 7, Safe 
City Mississauga 
(SCM) welcomed 
residents, commu- 
nity leaders and 
politicians from 
across sectors, ge- 
ographies and 
backgrounds to its 
1oth annual Hero 
Awards, sponsored 
by Bell. 

The Bell Hero 
Awards honour an 
adult volunteer, 
youth volunteer 
and group that has 
made an extraordi- 
nary contribution 
to crime prevention 
through their in- 
volvement in 
SCM’s programs 
and services. 

Participants at 
the event acknowl- 
edged the idea that 
not all heroes wear 
spandex or have se- 
cret identities; of- 
tentimes, those 
who make _ the 
biggest difference 


in neighbourhoods 
are the people we 
share our lives with 
on a regular basis. 
The awards were 
presented by Lena 
Demarco, Regional 
Director of Com- 
munity Affairs at 
Bell Canada on be- 
half of Bell, the pre- 
senting partner and 
platinum sponsor 
of the event. 
Several _ elected 
officials from all 


levels of govern- 
ment were also in 
attendance to sup- 
ort and congratu- 
ate the award 
recipients. 

This year’s award 
recipients in- 
cluded: 

e Ritu Dhupar - 
Adult Volunteer 


Hero Award 

e Erica D’Souza - 
Youth Volunteer 
Hero Award 

e Cooksville 


Neighbourhood 
Watch Team - 
Group Hero Award 
“While the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic may have 
kept us physically 
distanced this year, 
the power of com- 
munity crime pre- 
vention has 
remained as stron 
as ever,” Sai 
SCM’s board presi- 
dent, Linden King. 
“Despite not being 


able to gather in 
person this year, 
we are excited to be 
hosting this virtual 
event to celebrate 
the crime preven- 
tion efforts of our 
community and 
some of the excep- 
tional people driv- 
ing them. However, 
our goal with the 
Hero Awards is not 
only to recognize 
the incredible 
everyday heroes in 


our community, 
but also to rein- 
force and_ bring 


awareness to the 
fact that crime pre- 
vention is every- 
one’s responsibility 
and that by work- 
ing together, our 
communities can 
attack the root 
causes that gener- 
ate crime, victim- 
ization, and other 
causes of insecu- 
rity.” 


$680k raised through holiday fundraiser in local stores 


Mississauga’s 
Red Apple Stores 
announced Tues- 
day that it has 
raised over 
$680,000 for chil- 
dren this Christ- 


mas through a 
charity toy drive. 
The local retailer, 
which operates 
The Bargain! Shop 
locations through- 
out the country, 


said Tuesday that 
the donations 
raised during this 
year’s toy drive will 
help keep’ the 
magic of Christmas 
alive for children 


EB)apple 


across the country. 

Through cus- 
tomer donations 
and financial con- 
tributions from the 
company, Red 
Apple raised 
$682,592 worth of 
toys and _ gifts 
through the To- 
gether We Care 
Toy Drive. 

The “Fill-a-Sleigh 
Day,” held on Dec. 
5, also saw stores 
come up with fes- 
tive ways to cele- 
brate the season 
while respecting 


distancing guide- 
lines. 


"We really 
wanted to. give 
something extra 


back to our local 
communities this 
year, SO we in- 
creased our cash 
donation to 10 per 
cent of all sales on 
Fill-a-Sleigh Day, 
not just toy sales as 
in past years,” said 
Red Apple Stores 
president and CEO 
Clinton Wolff. 
“After seeing the 
results from our 


fourth Fill-a-Sleigh 
Day and Annual 
Toy Drive, I have 
to say that the 
spirit of giving is 
alive, and we can- 
not thank our loyal 
customers 
enough.” 

Red Apple Stores 
Inc., which oper- 
ates its main office 
on Goreway Road, 
operates over 140 
general retail 
stores throughout 
the country. 


Brampton’s 
MDA is reaching 
for the sky again. 

The local robot- 
ics manufacturer 
announced Tues- 
day that it has 
been awarded a 
contract from the 
Canadian Space 
Agency (CSA) to 
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develop 
Canadarm3, the 
third-generation 
Artificial Intelli- 
gence (AI)-based 


robotic system 
destined for 
"Gateway", a 


lunar-orbiting in- 
ternational space 
station. 


—e— 


The contract in- 
volves the award 
of Phase A of the 
Canadarm3  pro- 
gram, with op- 
tions for the 
follow-on phases. 

The Canadarm3 
will operate 
aboard Gateway, a 
NASA-led deep 
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Canadarm3 stretches further with new deal for MDA 


space outpost that 
will orbit the 
Moon _ beginning 
in the mid-2020s, 
supporting both 
human and _ ro- 
botic missions to 
the lunar surface, 
serving as a SCi- 
ence laboratory, 
and acting as a 


proving ground 
for exploration 
missions into 
deeper space. 

The project will 
include a full ro- 
botics system, 
comprised of an 
eXploration Large 
Arm (XLA), an 
eXploration Dex- 
terous Arm 
(XDA),  special- 
ized tools for per- 
for m in ¢ 
maintenance and 
science tasks, as 
well as the ground 
control systems 
and AI-based con- 
trol and mission 


planning soft- 
ware. 
The ground 


planning and con- 
trol operations for 
the system will 
take place exclu- 
sively in Canada, 
in contrast to the 
previous genera- 
tion Canadarm 
and Canadarm2, 
also built by MDA. 

"We are proud to 
partner once 
again with the 
Canadian Space 
Agency to con- 
tribute world- 
leading Canadian 


technology and 
operational _ex- 
pertise to an inter- 
national — space 
exploration en- 
deavour,” said 
MDA CEO Mike 
Greenley in a 
statement Tues- 
day. “In addition 
to delivering the 
most advanced 
space robotics 
system ever built, 
the Canadarm3 
program will 
serve as a catalyst 
for economic and 
socio-economic 
benefits in 
Canada, and will 
inspire a new gen- 
eration of Canadi- 
ans to think about 
what can truly be 
accomplished 
here in Canada." 
The project is in- 
tended to provide 
MDA with contin- 
ued success in the 
commercial space 
robotics market, 
said Greenley - an 
emerging __ busi- 
ness area forecast 
to generate global 
revenues reaching 
upwards of $7 bil- 
lion (CAD) in the 
next 10 years. 
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Brampton manufacturer nets City launches new hydrogen fuel-cell 
$2.5m for new production 


A $2.5 million- 
dollar investment 
will bring a first-of- 
its-kind production 
line to the table for 
a longstanding 
Brampton manu- 
facturer. 

Brampton _ East 
MP Maninder 
Sidhu announced 
last month that 
FedDev Ontario 
would invest $2.5 
million to support 
the scale-up of 
Woodlore Interna- 
tional Inc., a fam- 
ily-operated 
manufacturer of 
commercial grade 
office furniture and 
storage units, and 
other products for 
the healthcare, ed- 
ucation and hospi- 
tality sectors. 


TO BENEFIT 


Woodlore — will 
adopt a combina- 
tion of Industry 4.0 
manufacturing 
software and AI- 
enabled technolo- 
gies to implement a 
state-of-the-art au- 
tomated furniture 
panel production 
line - the first of its 
kind in the 
province - to in- 
crease capacity by 
nearly 50 per cent 
and to satisfy mar- 
ket demand. 

In addition, 
Woodlore’s expan- 
sion will reduce 
raw material scraps 
to 13 percent, sup- 
porting Woodlore’s 
competitive sus- 
tainability efforts 
to divert waste 
from landfills. 


By 2022, Wood- 
lore expects to in- 
ject $24 million 
into the regional 
supply chain each 
year, as it sources 
over 85 percent of 
its materials from 
local Ontario sup- 
pliers. 

“We're proud to 
be partnered with 
FedDev Ontario to 
help secure our 4.0 
vision propelling 
our automated 
processes. Innovat- 
ing our manufac- 
turing capabilities 
now is critical to 
our future compet- 
itiveness,” Wood- 
lore International 
president William 


Phillips Jr. said 
after the an- 
nouncement. 


electric bus pilot 


In 2021, MiWay will participate 
in a hydrogen fuel-cell electric bus 
pilot project, the City of Missis- 
sauga announced earlier this 
week. 

MiWay will partner with the 
Canadian Urban Transit Research 
& Innovation Consortium 
(CUTRIC) on the pilot project — 
the only one of its kind in Canada. 

Fuel-cell buses use hydrogen 
fuel cells as their power source, 
providing a clean, consistent and 
environmentally friendly source 
of electricity. During the pilot, 
MiWay will understand how hy- 
drogen-electric technology can 
help advance the City of Missis- 
sauga’s commitment to a zero- 
emission bus fleet in support of 
the Climate Change Action Plan. 

“A major priority for Missis- 
sauga is fulfilling the actions out- 
lined in our Climate Change 
Action Plan. Participating in this 
pilot project will advance our un- 
derstanding of sustainable trans- 
portation, helping us make sound 
decisions for our fleet in the fu- 
ture,” said Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie. “At the City, we’re committed 
to looking for innovative and low- 
emissions solutions to reach our 
goal of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions in Mississauga by 40 
per cent by 2030.” 

Hydrogen fuel-cell electric bus 
technology is unique and does not 
produce any harmful tailpipe 
emissions. Electrical energy is 
generated on the bus through an 
electro-chemical reaction with a 
fuel cell and hydrogen fuel. 


The electrical energy is stored in 
battery packs on the bus, which is 
used to power the motor and elec- 
trically-driven accessories. The 
only by-product of this process is 
water vapor, making hydrogen 
fuel-cell electric bus technology 
zero-emission. 

The pilot project will happen in 
two phases. In the first phase, a 
feasibility study will be completed 
to understand four key compo- 
nents in applying the technology: 
Local hydrogen fuel supply and 
storage; Vehicle design and im- 
plementation logistics; Economic 
and financial viability; and 
Greenhouse gas reduction oppor- 
tunities. 

In the second phase, MiWay will 
work with CUTRIC to secure the 
required funding for the project 
through provincial and federal 
governments. The funding will 
allow the partnership to buy and 
operate 10 hydrogen fuel-cell 
electric buses, applying the 
knowledge acquired through the 
first phase. 

“Taking part in the pilot pro- 
gram will help us learn how hy- 
drogen fuel-cell electric bus 
technology will operate in 
MiWay’s fleet, particularly with 
the winter weather conditions, 
and how it performs compared to 
battery electric technology. This 
pilot is important and necessary 
to examine the feasibility of intro- 
ducing this low-carbon technol- 
ogy into our fleet,” said Geoff 
Marinoff, the City’s Transit Direc- 
tor. 


PRESENTED BY ® vepsi 


by Vidya Gopaul 


As of the writing of 
this article, the U.S. 
election has not offi- 
cially declared Joe 
Biden to be the win- 
ner. Donald Trump 
is not conceding the 
election yet because 
he still believes that 
the election was 
rigged, fraudulent, 
and had voter sup- 
pression and illegal 
voting taking place. 

I think Trump 
miscalculated his 
Republican _ voters 
turnout. I have a 
feeling that Biden 
took the advantage 
of this pandemic de- 
liberately and told 
all the Democratic 
voters to vote by 
mail - an idea that 
his campaign team 
thought out very 
well from day one to 
get the maximum 
votes. 

That way, he satis- 
fied two key aspects: 
a) social distancing 
and b) mail-in bal- 
lots. 

Having said that, I 
believe that the 
Democratic cam- 
ae organization 

unched a massive 
program by recruit- 
ing a huge number 
of volunteers to go 
door to door and ask 
each Democratic 
voter to mail their 
ballot, or at least 
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help them to drop 
off the votes. 

I would not be sur- 
prised if the Democ- 
rat volunteers even 
collected the mail-in 
ballots from door to 
door from each De- 
mocrat voter them- 
selves and dropped 
them to the votin 
station or drop-o 
locations. There is 
no illegal activity 
there. 

In doing so, the 
Democratic voters 
did not have to leave 
their homes to vote, 
and hence a massive 
number of Democ- 
rat votes were 
posted. 

On the other hand, 
Trump miscalcu- 
lated his judgement; 
namely, he was hop- 
ing that his Republe 
can voters would go 
out in full force on 
the day of the elec- 
tion and cast their 
ballots. 

They did, but the 
Democrat mail-in 
ballots surpassed his 
Republican walk-in 
votes. 

Had he encour- 
aged his voters to 
also mail in their 
ballots if they could 
not go to the voting 
post, he could have 
edged the Democrat 
votes. 

Or as the Demo- 
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cratic party did, 
Trump should have 
sent a massive num- 
ber of volunteers to 
every Republican 
voter to mail their 
votes. All the Demo- 
crat votes were 
valid, contrary to 
what Trump said. 
It's just that the 


sheer volume of 
mail-in Democrat 
ballots that out- 
paced Trump's 


walk-in ballots. 

This means every 
Democrat vote was 
counted, as opposed 
to Trump's only 
walk-in votes, were 
counted. The rest of 
the Republican 
votes were not 
counted because 
they did not make it 
to the voting post on 
the day of the elec- 
tion. 

Had they been en- 
couraged to mail in 
their ballots by mo- 
bilizing a huge num- 
ber of volunteers to 
go door-to-door and 
have the Republican 
voters to mail in 
their ballots, the 
outcome of the elec- 
tion could have been 
different. 

At the end of the 
day, in-person vot- 
ing is the most reli- 
able voting system. 
There will not be any 
type of fraud, dis- 
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Was The 2020 U.S. Election Miscalculated? 


crepancy or cheat- 
ing. 

Once the person 
reaches the voting 
booth, their creden- 
tials are verified on 
the spot and that is 
the end of it. 

If you are not what 
you say you are, 
then you cannot 
vote. 

I guess Trump and 
his campaign man- 
agers have learned a 


lesson during the 
past election, 
namely, mail-in 


votes do make a dif- 
ference in an elec- 
tion - to win or to 
lose! 

Biden took advan- 
tage of the COVID- 
19 pandemic and 
told his supporters 
to vote by mail to 
maintain social dis- 
tancing in order to 
avoid the spread of 
the virus - an idea 
that could not have 
come at the right 
time and place. 

And that is a legiti- 
mate process. 

I did my own re- 
search, and found 
out that the mail-in 
ballot is very simple 
and straight for- 
ward. 

The election de- 
partment, upon re- 
quest, mails you a 
letter that includes 
your voting paper, 


an envelop that has 
all your credentials 
typed on it and a self 
stamped envelope 
that you send back 
to the election de- 
partment. 

Once you _ have 
voted for your de- 
sired candidate, you 
then insert it in the 
self-stamped enve- 
lope and mail it to 
the election depart- 
ment. (You can find 
it at 
fairfaxcounty.gov). 

Once the election 
department receives 
your envelope, they 
open the outer en- 
velop and remove 
the inside envelop. 

They then match 
the information, in- 
cluding the signa- 
ture, on the records. 

If everything is 
correct, then they 
open the sealed en- 
velope which in- 
cludes your votes. 

They then separate 
the envelope - the 
envelope goes in one 
tray and the ballot 
that has your votes 
goes into another 
tray. 

At the very mo- 
ment after the sepa- 
ration is done, there 
is no way of match- 
ing the voters with 
the votes (watch the 
video on the Fairfax 
County website - 


they cannot match 
the voters with the 
votes once the enve- 
lope is separated.) 
That what the Re- 
publicans are con- 
tending, and that is, 
if by mistake the bal- 
lots are mixed, then 
no one would trace 
back to whom they 
belong to or where 
the rest of the voted 
ballots came from. 
And this is a big 


challenge in the 
mail-in ballot 
process. 


Trump was rally- 
ing his supporters 
on an open field to 
show the support he 
was getting. But if 
those supporters did 
not go and vote, 
then those efforts 
were meaningless. 
And that was a big 
gamble he took and 
lost. 

Having said that, I 
am sure all politi- 
cians all around the 
world are probably 
taking a note of the 
last U.S. election, 
and that is, if a polit- 
ical party encour- 
ages all of its voters 
to mail-in their bal- 
lots, that would 
guarantee a winner. 

Remember _ that 
old saying, "Voter 
turnout can make an 
election a winner or 
a loser." 


—o- 


BATHTUB REFINISHING (PRO GLAZE) 


We also do renovation for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 
PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. THIS MEANS 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 
GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 


CONTACT: RALPH: 416-731-3077 
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Season of Giving continues as Brampton Beast host food drive 


a <— 


The Brampton 
Beast are set to host 
a Holiday Food 
Drive this month, 
which will benefit 


local charities in the 
Peel Region. 
“We are very 


happy to be part- 
ners with such a 
great organization 
such as the Bramp- 
ton Beast,” said 
PepsiCo Food Serv- 
ices Representative 
Gregory Waltham. 
“We —_are _ very 
pleased with the ini- 
tiative they have 
taken in supporting 
their communit 
and wish them all 
the success in 
2021. 

Despite the 
ECHL’s North Divi- 
sion taking a Volun- 
tary Suspension, the 
Beast have made a 
firm commitment to 
staying active in the 
community. 

With the holidays 
fast approaching, it 
was an easy choice 


to organize a Food 
Drive in an attempt 
to give back to a 
community that has 
always stood behind 
them. 

“Being a_ hockey 
team in the Peel 
community, in spite 
of not being able to 
play this year, the 
Brampton Beast ap- 
preciate that many 
people in Peel have 
a far greater chal- 
lenge than us, and 
need help with food 
necessities,” said 
Beast President and 
General Manager 
Cary Kaplan. 

“More so than 
ever in the year of 
Covid, food drives 
are vital. We are 

roud to be able to 

o our small share 
and ask you to join 
us.” 

The main charity 
the team has chosen 
to support is Regen- 
eration Brampton, 
an organization that 
the team has built a 


great relationship 
with during _ its 
seven years in the 
Peel Region. 

“The essential 
work that has been 
the mission of Re- 
generation for many 
years has become 
ever more essential 
during the Covid-19 
pandemic and has 
come with a new set 
of challenges,” said 
Dan Gibson, Direc- 
tor of Community 
Relations and Spiri- 
tual Care. 

“This work and 
most importantly 
the people that are 
served through 
these services, will 
benefit greatly from 
the innovative 
Brampton _ Beast 
food drive.” 

The donation tar- 
get for the cam- 
paign comes from 
the team’s home 
arena, the CAA Cen- 
tre. 

Representatives 
say the team is aim- 


ing to gather one 
item per seat, which 
would come out to 
approximately 
4,200 items  be- 
tween food and 
drinks. 

The team has or- 

anized curbside 

rop off events on 
the following dates 
at the Beast office at 
the CAA Centre 
(757 Kennedy 
Road South), in- 
cluding Thursday, 
Dec. 10 (5 — 7 p.m.) 
and Saturday, Dec. 
12 (1-3p.m.). 

In the spirit of giv- 
ing, there will also 
be rewards handed 
out for in-person 
donations at the 
drop-off event. The 
entire event will be 
socially distanced 
and participants are 
encouraged to wear 
a mask for the 
safety of others. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit the team 
website at bramp- 
tonbeast.ca. 


Airlines have it right - put your own mask on first 


by Teammates 


In preparation for 
take-off, every airline 
flight reviews the 
safety proceedures 
the plane has. And on 
every fight the crew 
says the same thing 
about what you 
should do if the air 
mask bags should de- 
ploy at any time dur- 
ing the flight. 

Put your own mask 
on first, you are told, 
even before assisting 
small children and 
disabled people. 
We've all heard that 
every time we've 
flown, because every 
flight attendent has 
the same message, 
regardless of the air- 
line. 

Put your own mask 
on first. 

It makes perfect 
sense, of course. Even 
though the first incli- 
nation would be for 


us to help others with 
their masks first (es- 
pecially small chil- 
dren or people who 
need assistance), the 
reality is that once we 
have ours in place 
and fully functioning, 
we will then be in a 
better position to 
help others who need 
our help. 

Help yourself first, 
then turn your atten- 
tion to helping oth- 
ers. That is the clear 
message being sent 
on every flight that 
you will ever take. 

That is a great way 
for airlines to oper- 
ate, and it’s a great 
way for all of us to op- 
erate as well...in the 
air, or on the ground! 

Being a selfless per- 
son is a noble trait. 
Putting the needs of 
others ahead of your- 
self is commendable 


to be sure. What you 
give you get after all, 
so showing kindess 
and compassion to 
others is a sure sign 
that when you need 
kindness and com- 
passion in return, it 
will come to you. 

Got that. But the 
person who most 
needs to be loved and 
looked after by you is 
— YOU. And that is 
not selfish. That is 
self-love, and it is 
something that all of 
us need to do for 
OURSELVES. 

Most of us hope to 
be able to positively 
impact the lives of 
other people in some 
way. Most human be- 
ings, when you dig 
deep down, are car- 
ing and want to help 
others. 

Some people make 
that their priority, 


even over their own 
needs. 

That’s very selfless. 
That’s very noble. It’s 
also not necessary - 
and also not advis- 
able in most cases. 

Our greatest oppor- 
tunity to positively ef- 
fect someone else’s 
life is to positively 
work on our own. Do 
you want to be some- 
one who gives money 
to charity for in- 
stance? Well you 
can’t give what you 
don’t have. People 
who are broke can’t 
help people who need 
money. They don’t 
have any to give. 

Do you want to 
teach someone an 
important skill or 
trait that can make 
their lives better? 
Well, you can’t teach 
what you don’t know. 
A great teacher in any 
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walk of life has to 
learn and understand 
the material fully be- 
fore they can success- 
fully pass it on to 
someone else. It takes 
years of learning — 
decades usually in 
fact — to be a quali- 
fied teacher in any 
field 

You can teach 
somebody else a skill 
you don’t already 
have. 

We all want love. 
It’s the human uni- 
versal need. But until 
we learn to really love 
ourselves, the love we 
give to others will 
never really be com- 
plete. 

Parents are always 
trying to make their 
children feel good 
about themselves and 
love them uncondi- 
tionally — but how 
can that be passed on 


to any child by some- 
one who deep down 
doesn’t feel that way 
about themselves? 
The best learning tool 
any parent can give to 
a child is a good ex- 
ample. 

If you want to be a 
great philantrophist, 
then go out and make 
a lot of money and 
then give it away if 
you must! 

If you want to be a 
great teacher or men- 
tor, get the formal ed- 
ucation or life 
experience first, then 
pass that on to some- 
one who yearns to be 
taught what you al- 
ready know. If you 
want to spread your 
love around please 
do, the world is cry- 
ing for that — but 
make sure you start 
at home. 


Continued on Next Page 
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World Junior Championships will be a much welcome diversion 


The pandemic has 
hit all sports across 
North America 
hard, but junior 
hockey has been to- 
tally ravaged by it in 
2020. 

Timing of the pan- 
demic is a big rea- 
son why. The sports 
world shut down 
starting with the 
National Basketball 
Association on Mar. 
11, with that night 
pretty much sig- 
nalling the start of 
the restrictions we 
have been living 
with for the rest of 
this year. 

Junior hockey was 
just wrapping up its 
regular season in 
the Ontario Hockey 


League, Quebec 
Major Junior 
Hockey League 


g 
(QMJHL) and 
Western Hockey 
League. 

All activities in the 
league were imme- 
diatel stopped, 
and the Canadian 
Hockey League 
made the painful 
but wise decision to 
almost immediately 
cancel its season. 

Some pro as 
leagues ater 
restarted and suc- 


Roger Lajoie 


Sports Scene 
+a 


cessfully managed 
to complete their 
seasons in hub 
cities or in a bubble. 

That was never an 
option for junior 
hockey, however; 
pro sports leagues 
make a lot of money 
off TV rights. Jun- 
ior hockey does not. 

COVID affected 
all sports to some 
degree, but junior 


hockey has suffered 
greatly. 
The OHL, 


MJHL and WHL 
all couldn’t finish 
their seasons and 
the 2020 Memorial 
Cup was cancelled. 

Compounding the 
junior hockey 

eague problem is 
the fact that the 
pandemic is_ also 

oing to hugely af- 
ect what kind of a 
season they can 
have this winter — 
eae they can 
ave one at all. 

At the moment, 
the OHL and the 
local Mississauga 
Steelheads are hop- 
ing to start in Feb- 
ruary, and the WHL 
wants to start next 
month. 

But with the 
chances of having 


any fans in the 
stands __ basically 
zero, that might get 
ushed back even 


urther. 
There remains a 
possibility they 


won't play at all, or 
that it will just be a 
very short season 
followed by the Me- 
morial Cup in late 
June in either Os- 
hawa or Sault Ste. 
Marie. 

The QMJHL stub- 
bornly went off on 
its own and tried to 
play. In short, it was 
a disaster. 

The Q had to shut 
down last week and 
now faces a huge 
challenge to start 
back up. Some 
teams have played 
16 games while oth- 
ers have played as 
few as five games. 

The schedule is 
leg | in tat- 
ters and latest re- 
ports say the league 
wants to get players 
back in their home 
cities on Jan. 3 so 
they can quarantine 
for 14 days before 
resuming play Jan. 
17. 
Plan A according 
to them is to just 
pick up and Be 
playing games wit 
inter-provincial 
travel (they have six 
teams based in the 
Maritimes), if pan- 
demic conditions 
improve. 


Plan B is to play 
out the schedule in 
Eton hub cities. 

ood luck with 
that. 

The Q has also 
made it clear they 
will not considering 
cancelling the rest 
of the season. The 
WHL and OHL are 
determined to try, 
but both of those 
leagues have been 
more realistic as to 
what kind of a sea- 
son might be possi- 
ble during COVID. 
(How one of the 
three CHL leagues 
even were allowed 
to do this is a sub- 
ject for another 
day.) 

So one season was 
completely stopped, 
and the next season 
is in serious jeop- 
ardy. That’s a lot 
damage done to a 
league that cannot 
operate without 
fans in the stands. 

We'll see what un- 
folds in the next few 
months. In_ the 
meantime, at least 
one junior hockey 
event appears read 
to g0 on as sched- 
uled. 

The 2021 world 
junior hockey 
championships are 
scheduled to begin 
Christmas Day at 
Rogers Centre in 
Edmonton, which 
served as one of the 
host hub cities for 


the NHL’s resump- 
tion of play. 

It finishes Jan. 5 
and will be playe 
entirely in the same 
kind of bubble that 
the NHL employed. 

Why is it possible 
to do for the world 
juniors and not the 
rest of junior 
hockey? There’s a 
one word answer to 
that question -— 
money. 

The world junior 
hockey = champi- 
onships are a lucra- 
tive television 
product for TSN. 
There is a lot of rev- 
enue at stake for the 
network and junior 
hockey if the event 
was cancelled. 

While having no 
fans in the stands 
will be an enormous 
financial hit, there 
is enough money to 
be made to play the 
games anyway. 

That is not the 
case in the CHL un- 
fortunately. Playing 
any kind of a sched- 
ule with no fans in 
the stands would be 
enormously costly, 
and there is just no 
real TV money at all 
for regular season 
junior hockey 
games. 

There is hope for 
some kind of a 
WHL and OHL sea- 
son, and some kind 
of a re-start in the 
QMJHL, but all 


bets are off on 
whether it happens 
or not. 

We'll know more 
early in the new 
year. That will make 
it two disastrous 
seasons in a row for 


the CHL. 
World junior 
hockey will still be a 


part of our holiday 
schedule however, 
which is a good 
thing. The world 
junior hocke 
championships will 
be a welcome diver- 
sion for everyone 
involved in the 
sport. 

The organizers de- 
serve credit for 
finding a way to sal- 
vage _ it, ut it 
wouldn’t have been 
possible without TV 
money. 

For the CHL - 
well let’s just say 
like most of the rest 
of the business 
world, a COVID 
vaccine can’t get 
here fast enough. 


Roger Lajoie is a 
sports talk show 
host on Sportsnet 
590 The Fan. He’s 
been in the sports 
media business for 
40 years, and was 
Vice President of 
the Mississauga St. 
Michael’s Majors in 
2011-12. 
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Treat yourself 
like you would 
treat your best 
friend. Talk to 
yourself that way 
too. The more 
happy, success- 
ful, smart and 
rich you become 
will give you that 
much more to 
give to others. 
Self-love is not 


narcissm, __ be- 
cause you de- 
serve to give 


yourself the best 
before you give 
the world your 
best. 

Put your own 
mask on first. 


TEAMMATES 
provides __per- 
sonal growth de- 
velopment 
coaching to hel 
you get to where 
you want to go 
faster! 

Follow us on 
@teammat- 
esTrio on Face- 
book & Twitter 


and you can 
reach us at email 
via team- 


mates @rogers.c 
om. 

Look for our 
blog weekly here 
at Peel Weekly 
News! 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Legendary musician plans holiday livestream 


One of Canada’s 
most famous chil- 
dren’s entertainers 
will be keeping it 
“all in the family” 
this holiday season 
- with a live virtual 
concert just in time 
for the holidays. 

Fans of all ages 
are invited to wear 
their favourite holi- 
day sweaters and 
join Sharon and 
Randi and some 
very special guests 
for a live virtual 
show, Skinna- 
marink with 
Sharon & Randi 
and Friends, All the 
Holiday Fun You 
Can Sing! on Dec. 
19. 

Just as legendary 
musicians Sharon, 
Lois & Bram 
brought happiness 
to four generations 
of children and 
their grown-ups, 
Sharon and _ her 
daughter Randi 


have announced 
that they want to 
share the music of 
Sharon, Lois and 
Bram with yet an- 
other generation of 
families. 

The musical duo 
are also expecting 
some special 
friends to sing their 
favourite holiday 
tunes, including 
singer/songwriter 
Josh Lovelace, who 
will be joining in 
from Knoxville, TN, 
Jacy Dawn Valeras, 
who will be singing 
one of  Lois's 
favourite holiday 
songs from Boston, 
and Roy George, 
who will “Zoom” in 
from Virginia. 

At this Holiday 
Party, viewers will 
be able to see each 
other's festival hol- 
iday sweaters or 
favourite holiday 
dress-up _ outfits 
and sing along with 


each other and the 
performers. 

Conceived as a 
"by family, for fam- 
ily" experience, the 
show will include 
such holiday 
favourites as 
"Rudolph the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer", 
"Jingle Bells", "I'm 
a Little Latka", and 
"Candles Long 
Ago" and such well- 
loved Sharon, Lois 
& Bram favourites 
as "Comin' Round 
the Mountain" and, 
of course, "Skinna- 
marink." 

"Music was. al- 
ways a major part 
of our holiday cele- 
brations. We were 
famous for our hol- 
iday singalong par- 
ties at the 
Hampson house- 
hold. This is our 
chance to. share 
some of that musi- 
cal magic with our 
audience," says 


Sharon. "We are 
thrilled to have this 
chance to once 
again see the smil- 
ing faces of our 
guests singing 
along with 
favourite tunes, old 
and new." 

"We love seeing 
families at home 
singing together. It 
really feels like we 
were all connected 
through the music," 


adds Randi. "We're 
especially excited 
to see kids and per- 
haps adults dressed 
up in their most 
festive attire!" 

As an added 
bonus, Sharon and 
Randi will be shar- 
ing Lois's famous 
brownie recipe and 
Sharon's mother's 
recipe for potato 
pancakes. 

The _ livestream 


will take place on 
Zoom, beginning at 
3 p.m. on Dec. 19. 

The event is tick- 
eted, with admis- 
sion running 
$10-25. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
event website at 
homeroutes.ca/pro 
duct/dec-19-2020- 
skinnamarink. 


(5 ubmitted) 


Caledon rolls out Winterfest with virtual activites, free events 


To encourage 
healthy and ac- 
tive living dur- 
ing the colder 
months, Cale- 
don’s Winterfest 
2021 will be dif- 
ferent, lasting 
all season long 
with activities 
for the entire 
family. 

“Because of the 
increasing cases 
in Caledon and 
the recent lock- 
down in Peel, 
our recreation 
facilities are 
closed and regu- 
lar programs are 
not being of- 


fered,” said 
Mayor Allan 
Thompson. 


“We’re encour- 
aging the com- 
munity to get 
involved in Win- 
terfest which in- 
cludes a number 
of outdoor and 
in-home activi- 
ties. Let’s con- 
tinue to flatten 
the curve by 
keeping our dis- 
tance but also 
celebrating what 
winter has to 
offer.” 

Residents can 
stay active and 
participate in a 
variety of ways 
this season, the 
Town said last 


week. 

A new “at- 
home kit,” avail- 
able through the 


Winterfest web- 
S i t e 
(caledon.ca/win 
terfest) will keep 
the family busy 
for hours, with 
items such as 
crafts, holiday 
recipes, hand 
sanitizer for es- 
sential trips and 
#LoveLocal- 
Caledon shop- 
ping details. 

The website 
also features a 
listing of com- 
munity events, 
including com- 
munity-orga- 
nize 

drive-throughs 
or reverse pa- 


rades, themed 
displays, Con- 
servation Au- 


thorities’ initia- 
tives and local 
business activi- 


ties. 

The Caledon 
Lights Competi- 
tion has also 
launched this 
season. 


Held through- 
out December, 
residents and 
businesses are 
encouraged to 
decorate _ their 
property and 
participate in a 
lighting display 
competition. 

Councillors of 
each ward will 
name the win- 
ners and deliver 
prizes from local 
businesses. 
Share your pho- 


—o- 


tos on social 
media, using the 
hashtag #Cale- 
donLights. 

Residents are 
encouraged to 
buy holiday 
lights and deco- 
rations from 
local Caledon 
businesses. 

Community- 
supported ice 
rinks will be 
available in sev- 
eral areas for 
residents to 
enjoy a_ free 
skate, including 
Inglewood, John 
Clarkson Park 
(Southfields), 
Valleywood, 
Alton, Mono 
Mills, Adam 
Wallace Park 


(Bolton) and 
Ralph and 
John’s Rinks at 
the Caledon 
Centre for 
Recreation & 
Wellness. 


In addition to 
community 
rinks, two ice 
pads, a hockey 
pad and a 
leisure pad will 
be available for 
use at the Cale- 
don Civic Cam- 
pus, located at 
6311 Old Church 
Rd. 

Vai & 1 4 
caledon.ca/win- 
terfest for addi- 
t Tt © wm a I 
information. 


December is 
here, and this is 


such a_ special 
month. 
It is different 


this year but let 
us make the best 
of it. Online shop- 
ping and some 
stores in the malls 
are open. You can 
still get that spe- 
cial gift for your 
family, children 
or friends. 

Have you put up 
your tree yet? 
That makes a dif- 
ference. All the 
gold, silver, red 
and green orna- 
ments and lights 
add a special at- 
mosphere to our 
homes. The 
sparkling lights 
going on and off 
are special. 

On the _ radio, 
they are playing 
Christmas songs 
both old and new. 
The old are still I 
am sure our 
favouurites or at 
least for me they 
are. So many 
singers and stars 


PDN December 10, 2020_Layout 1 12/10/2020 8:05 AM Page 29 


are in Christmas 
programming and 
features. 


Some of my 
favourite songs 
are still some- 


times the saddest. 
“Tl Be Home For 
Christmas,” writ- 
ten in the Second 
World War, is 
about soldiers 
fighting the war 
and not being 
able to make it 
home. 

This year, it is 
also maybe the 
most poignant 
song because so 
many of us won’t 
be able to see all 
of our families 
like a usual 
Christmas, but 
next year we will 
make up for it. 

It will also show 
us how precious 
our family is and 
how much we will 
miss them. 

So many movies 
about Christmas 
are on, and my 
favourite is still, 
“What A Wonder- 
ful Life!” which I 


—e— 


watch on Christ- 
mas Eve every 
year. What do 
you watch? Elf? 
That is becoming 
sO traditional 
now. Scrooge is 
still around and 
we see the transi- 
tion there too. His 
laugh at the end is 
so contagious. 

Santa is still 
with us and the 
children still wait 
for him. So many 
featured cartoon 
shows are on the 
television — 

Rudolph — and 
Frosty will always 
be a_ favourite. 
The Grinch still 
doesn’t like 
Christmas, but we 
still wait to see 
him change his 
mind. 

Silver bells — 
such a beautiful 
song and the tin- 
kling of bells is so 
wonderful to the 
ears. Just an- 
other add-on that 
we tend to look 
forward to each 
year. 
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Health and Wellness - The Holidays Are Here! 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


A lot of my orna- 
ments are old, but 
they are still my 
favourite ones. 
One is from the 
70S. 

Each of them 
means something 
to me. It is so 
special dressing 
my tree. 

I have a full 
Santa suit that I 
made so many 
years ago, and 
now my grandson 
who is a new fa- 
ther wants to use 
it. 

He was so happy 
when I said I had 
the suit. So, he 
will continue the 
tradition of other 
fathers before 
him. 

I remember 
when my children 
were young and 
their father 
dressed up in a 
very bad Santa 
costume. I had a 
hot pink robe and 
he cut out a beard 
from newspaper 
and used a white 
knit hat I had. I 


looked at him and 
wondered how he 
could pull it off. 

He hid in a hall- 
way and all of a 
sudden, he did a 
loud Santa ho-ho- 
ho. They were so 
excited and didn’t 
see anything but 
Santa. 

He handed them 
their gifts and just 
watched them 
open them. He 
even changed 
back to his “regu- 
lar attire” in front 
of them, but none 
of them saw that. 
They only saw 
Santa and were so 
thrilled. Children 


believe. 
We have to be- 
lieve we don’t 


have to work as 
hard to be special. 
Sometimes, it is 
just simple and 
believing in each 
other and the joy 
of the season. 
Share the season 
with our young 
ones — the deco- 
rating, baking, 
preparing — let 


them just be part 
of it. 

This is what it is 
all about. Let 
them build tradi- 
tions and let them 
be excited. There 
is nothing better 
than an excited 
child. 

So, this year it 
will be different 
but we don’t have 
to let it be bad. 

Build new tradi- 
tions that honour 
the year we have 
been having and 
let it be cele- 
brated next year 
when we are all 
together again 
and everything is 
normal or as close 
to normal as it 
can be. 

Teach children 
that even when 
something hap- 
pens, make the 
best of it. 

Happy Holidays 
and Merry Christ- 
mas to all - and 
let it be merry 
even if it is differ- 
ent this year! 


_ a» 


# Download on the 
_ — @ App Store 


— It’s here! 


Browse, borrow 
and explore from 


anywhere with the 
Brampton Library 


Mobile App. 


— ss 


GET IT ON 


Google Play 


| 


Hi\\ 


| 


/ 
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Behind the Scenes... with Visual Arts Brampton! 


by E.C. Munson 
Come _ back- 
stage with me to 
visit Visual Arts 
Brampton... 30- 
plus years and 
delivering 
strongly on 
their motto as a 
Non-profit Arts 
Community, 
Encouraging 
Creativity. VAB, 
as it is affection- 
ately known 
amongst its 
members, has 
always focused 
its program- 
ming on educa- 
tion and 
instruction with 
onsite classes, 
Open _ Studios, 
and special 
workshops. 
During the 
lockdowns _ its 
pivot includes 
moving classes 
to a virtual plat- 


form using 
ZOOM. 

Open Studios 
continue for 
Tuesday and 
Thursdays, 10 
a.m. — 2 p.m., 
with people 


clearly enjoying 
contact with 
each other. 

Different proj- 
ects are shared, 
advice asked, 
and on Thurs- 
days, when VAB 
instructor Zan 
Barrage pre- 
sides, he has 
challenges’ or 
assignments for 
people with wa- 
tercolour tech- 
niques, 
drawing, etc. for 
those inter- 
ested. 

Several classes 
are run for chil- 
dren and older 
students, again 
through Zoom, 
although for a 
brief period of 
time, VAB was 


able to open for 
onsite classes. 
The sizes of the 
classes onsite 
were’ reduced, 
the layout of ta- 
bles and work 
spaces was 
changed, and 
screening was 
carefully done 
along with not- 
ing all informa- 
tion for contact 
tracing. 
Currently, 
there are seven 


classes for chil- 
dren and youth, 
aged 6 — 12, four 
adolescent 
classes, 13 — 18 


years, and 12 
upcoming adult 
workshops. 


These are hap- 
pening in a vir- 
tual setting now 
and will be as 


well for the 
foreseeable fu- 
ture. 

As things 
opened up in 
the summer, 


VAB also started 
to plan initia- 


tives again 
within the 
larger commu- 
nity. 


Exhibits in 


branches of the 

Brampton _Li- 
brary needed 
work removed 
which were 
hung back in 
February. 

The past two 
years the com- 
munity has been 
able to view art 
work of VAB 
members’ and 
from. different 
classes at vari- 
ous branches of 
Brampton _Li- 


brary. 

Likewise, 
works hanging 
in VAB’s_pri- 
mary gallery 
space, The Art- 
way Invitational 
Gallery at Shop- 
pers World in 
Brampton, 
needed to be re- 
freshed. 

This has been 
well used _ by 
local artists for 
solo shows and 


special group 
exhibits, while 
the Artway 
Gallery show- 
cased work from 
people taking 
various VAB 


courses as well 
as featuring the 


work of their 
own instructors, 
well-known 
artists in their 
own right. 

VAB had 
planned an ex- 
citing pre-holi- 
day ornaments 
and winter dec- 
oration making 
workshop at 
Shoppers World 
just weeks ago. 

But when the 
shutdown was 
announced, 


plans changed 
and these kits, 


which VAB had 
made up, 
needed to be 
used. 

So Shoppers 
World = adver- 


tised the art kits 
on their web- 
site, and within 
four days, all 50 
of them were 
claimed. 

Clearly, those 
were a hit! 

This response 
is echoed with 
the Boys & Girls 
Club of Peel and 
VAB with their 
virtual Family 
Appreciation ac- 
tivities, which 
launched late 


—o- 


this past sum- 
mer with 38 
families taking 
part. 

In mid-No- 
vember, VAB 
helped about 80 
participants 
from 25 house- 
holds get into 
the festive spirit 
with a_ virtual 
step-by-step 
painting of a 
Gingerbread 
House scene. 

The Holiday 


Mug’ _—s Drawing 
that followed 
early December 
with VAB 
teacher and 
Vice-President, 
Colleen Dee, 
was a roaring 
success with two 
evenings to ac- 
commodate all 
the families who 
registered - 30 
for the first ses- 
sion and 15 in 
the last one. 
Family Program 
Assistant for 
B&G Club of 
Peel, Hira Asif, 
commented on 
the increase in 
their member- 
ship which they 
are attributing 


to the creative 
virtual pro- 
gramming VAB 
offers. 

The first part- 
nering of VAB 
and the B&G 
Club of Peel was 
more than two 
years ago witha 


Mother’s’ Day 
Appreciation 
event. 


It is evident 
nobody is look- 
ing back, rather 
that more and 
more are look- 
ing forward to 
participating in 
these family 
centred activi- 
ties. 

With a _ long 
winter stretch- 
ing ahead for 
families and the 
public health re- 
strictions © still 
required to keep 
communities 
safe, B&G Club 
of Peel and 
VAB’s focus on 
safe, interactive, 
and __ virtually 
guided creative 
projects for 
families is prac- 
tical and inspi- 
rational. 

It both encour- 
ages creativity 
and boosts emo- 


tional well- 
being for 
people. 

Please send 
any questions 
about VAB’s 


programming to 
info@visu- 
alartsbramp- 
ton.com. 

Visit VAB’s 
website to 
browse for 
classes, one ses- 
sion workshops, 
and gift certifi- 
cates, where you 
can stay safe, 


stay creative, 
and call it a 
wrap! 
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Brampton rolls out new Holiday Camps 


Fun is home for the 
holidays! 

The City of Bramp- 
ton has announced 
that it will be offering 
free virtual camps 
and workshops this 
winter - for both kids 
and older adults. 

Participants will be 
able to engage in vir- 
tual workshops from 
the comfort of their 
own homes this holi- 
day season. 

“It’s more impor- 
tant now than ever 
that we encourage 
at-home activities,” 
said Wards 7 &8 
Councillor Char- 
maine Williams. 
“Community health 
and safety is our pri- 
ority, and we are ex- 
cited to offer these 
virtual programs for 
kids and older adults 
to have fun at home.” 

Beginning on Dec. 
19, children ages six 
to ten can enjoy vir- 
tual holiday camps 
and workshops that 
offer safe, festive fun 


from the comfort of 
home. Have fun and 
learn with candy 
cane science experi- 


ments, ornament 
decorating, and 
more. 

Participants can 


build new friend- 
ships, increase their 
social skills, and 
work on_ exciting 
projects at their own 
pace, while interact- 
ing in real-time with 
peers their age. 

Thee activities will 
be led by trained City 
of Brampton camp 
instructors using 
WebEx. 

Materials will need 
to be picked up the 
week before pro- 
grams begin’ via 
curbside pick-up at 
Greenbriar Recre- 
ation Centre. During 
online registration, 
participants can 
choose their pre- 
ferred material pick- 
up timeslot. 

On Dec. 17 and Jan. 
5, 2021, adults over 


= =Eliminrntitit thee 
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Practise welcoming 
Taste the purssmite reat 


Adopt the absence Of aCtiOn 


the age of 55 are also 
invited to join virtual 
workshops in ceram- 
ics and 3D model 
kits, and a_ paint 
night. The activities 
will be led by trained 
City of Brampton in- 
structors using 
WebEx. 

Materials will be 
available for curb- 
side pick-up the 
week before pro- 
grams begin at 
Flower City Seniors 


Recreation Centre. 
During online reg- 
istration, _ partici- 
pants can choose 
their preferred mate- 
rial pick-up timeslot. 
As part of Bramp- 
ton Recreation’s Rec 
At Home program, 
an online hub of fit- 
ness and craft tutori- 
als has been created 
for residents of all 
ages, and children 
can enjoy two addi- 
tional at-home holi- 


= 
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Me 


day activities for free. 
Children can take 
part in two at-home 
holiday activities by 
following step-by- 
step online tutorials. 
Create your own 
reindeer or snow 
globe with a ready- 
made activity kit. 
Free activity kits 
are available for 
curbside pick-up at 
select outdoor rinks 
beginning Dec. 19, 
while supplies last. 
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Children ages six to 
ten can also register 
for free 45-minute 
interactive, virtual 

ames and activities, 

ed by a trained City 
instructor, starting 
December 19. Play 
games, participate in 
scavenger hunts, and 
more online! 

For more informa- 
tion on all programs 
and to register, visit 
brampton.ca/recre- 
ation or call 311. 
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More Places to Spot & Shop This Holiday Season! 


by E.C. Munson 


There are many more delightful discoveries along those Artful 
Corridors of Commerce. 

From Carlisle in the west to Inglewood in the northeast and 
then Caledon East further east yet, we next drop south and 
slightly west into Brampton and Mississauga to meet several 
new artists and artisans busy in their workshops and studios. 

Jolanta Jung, a ceramicist, works out of her home studio in 
Inglewood. Active on the show circuit and busy with select ex- 
hibitions, her pieces were much in demand at the recent group 
show, EAST Greets WEST this August at the Headwaters Arts 
Gallery at the Alton Mill Arts Centre. 

From small to mid-size bowls, vases, chimes, bells, orna- 
ments, and sculptural pieces, her unique artistic sense of design 
makes these very special! Visit her website to explore the pos- 
sibilities of some artful and unique gifts (http://jolantasde- 
signsinclay.com/about). Or visit the MoD’s Holiday Treasures 
show where Jolanta has a nice array of her pieces. 


MaryLou Hurley is the creative force behind True Blue Lou 
Mosaic Studio in Caledon East. A Mixed Media Mosaic artist, 
she asserts that it is ALL about the BIRCHES this Christmas! 
From birch mosaics, to 
/H birch wine glasses and 
® Christmas ornaments, do 
make it a_ beautiful 
BIRCH holiday with gifts 
from a well-known local 
artisan and artist. Open 
by appointment with 
curbside pickup. Psst, you 
might remember her 
sculpture, The Duchess, 
won second prize at 
Headwaters Arts annual 
fall exhibition, The Artful 
Revival Festival. Cur- 

rently she has work in the 
Beaux Arts Gallery with their Winter Art Show. You may con- 
tact her at 416-508-5701 or through her website, www.true- 
bluelou.com. 

ToPourWithLove explodes with colour, vitality and plenty of 
verve. This is the artful expression of a creative maker and 
shaker, Deborah Powell. Enjoy her work and consider a gift 
certificate for a socially distanced paint pour with a family 
member. For more information, email her at topour- 
withlove@gmail.com and visit her website at www.deborah- 
powell.ca/art-gallery. 

a a 


Victoria Ceramic Art is the home-based studio in Mississauga, 
near Winston Churchill and the 401, of Victoria Kovaleva. A 
member of the Potters Guild at the Art Gallery of Burlington, 
she exhibits in arts and crafts shows across Ontario and in the 
United States. She creates ceramic wares and tiles by the mold 
casting method, decorates them with glazes, and fires them at 
cone 06. Her designs are inspired by nature and her Ukranian 
heritage. “I love what I do. It does not feel like a job, it feels 
like a calling.” Her work may be viewed at bulldog-tiger- 
ksdw.squarespace.com/bpg-victoriakovaleva with the Online 
Christmas Sale for Arts Burlington and on her own website, 
www.victoriaceramic.com. You may contact her through email 
at victoriaceramic@gmail.com. 


— A 


Khaula Mazhar and her many works out in the community 
figure large, as with really big murals in Port Credit, or when 
instructing people of all ages on making their own art. She has 
a perfect line of artfully designed items for memorable gifts, 
and all at $50 and under. Choose from original watercolour 
paintings, holiday greeting cards, resin art tableware, and 
geode-inspired resin pendants. Visit her at 
www.facebook.com/events/299255437987635 or Khaula 
Mazhar.com. 


While Monika Schaefer’s work in fibre arts and ceramics is 
beautifully showcased with the Arts Burlington Online Christ- 
mas Sale, she was the key organizer of that endeavor, a visit to 
her studio in Carlisle is a wonderful short excursion just a bit 
northwest of Milton up in that beautiful escarpment country. 

In her own words, “I create both functional and dysfunctional 
works for home and garden. I love lots of colour (purple is my 
current favourite), and many of my garden pieces are very 
colourful.” https://bulldog-tiger-ksdw.squarespace.com/bpg- 
monikaschaefer and www.MonikaSchaefer.com, and email at 
info@monikaschaefer.com. 


Continued on Next Page 
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Artists announced for prestigious juried show of fine arts 


The exhibiting 
artists for a pres- 
tigious — juried 
show of fine arts, 
launching early 
next year, have 
been chosen. 

Visual Arts Mis- 
sissauga (VAM) 


VAM43 website 
from Jan. 14 — 
Dec. 31, 2021. 

If possible, the 
selected award 
winners’ art 
works will be on 
display at the 
Small Arms In- 


from Thursday, 
Jan. 14 — Feb. 11, 
2021. 

“VAM43 is an 
opportunity for 
VAM to stay con- 
nected with the 
community of 
artists across the 


plains VAM's 
Cultural Develop- 
ment Manager, 
Eldiana Begovic. 

"Moving VAM’s 
Juried Show on- 
line allows us to 
support the com- 
munity of artists 


by showing and 
celebrating their 


work. We are 
grateful to all 150 
applicants and 


this year’s Jurors 
for putting to- 
gether another 
amazing exhibi- 


emerging and es- 
tablished artists.” 
For more infor- 
mation on the 
event, visit the 
VAM website at 
visualartsmissis- 
sauga.com/exhi- 
bitions/juried-sh 


at Riverwood an- we valuesomuch tion from both ow-of-fine-arts. 
nounced Tuesday 
that it has se- 
lected 43 exhibit- 
ing artists for its 
43rd Annual Ju- 
ried Show of Fine 
Arts. 

Over 150 artists 
applied to the ex- 
hibition 
province-wide. 

The prestigious 
art exhibition will 
kick-off Missis- 
sauga’s 2021 sea- 
son of cultural 


spection Building province" ex- 


Heated Manhole Cover by Anran Guo, VAM42 First Place Award Recipient. (Submitted Photo) 


events. 

VAM43 will 
showcase an 
eclectic mix of 
traditional and 


contemporary vi- 
sual art works. 
Expert jurors 
have selected 43 
artworks to be on 
exhibition on the 
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one of the categories of 
ALL THINGS WITH 
IMAGINATION. This 
capture was analogue, 
Kodachrome 64, circa 
1980, and rendered on 
aluminum in 2020. It 
is available as a Limited 
Edition Giclee print, 
14x20, matted, or mat- 
ted and framed. Con- 
tact her at 
ellie73m@yahoo.ca_ if 
| interested in any of her 
work. 

So before you say, 
It’s a wrap” for your 
tholiday gift giving, 
fenjoy the comfort of 
armchair browsing and 
# reach out to some local 
artists and artisans in 
these artful corridors of 
= commerce. 

Far from the madding 
crowds, you can put the 
joyful back into giving 
and support creative 
makers! 


Continued from Previous Page 


Duplassie Designs represents the work of one Helen Du- 
plassie, active in the arts scene in southern Ontario with Beaux 
Arts Gallery, Headwaters Arts, and SOVA. Chiefly working in 
oils, she also creates lovely one-of-a-kind cards, intriguing 
pieces of jewelry with dye-on-silk pendants, and smaller paint- 
ings that all make such special gifts. She can be contacted at 
905 453-4217 or by email at helendu@rogers.com. 
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Photographer and pastel artist, eemunson, currently has work 
in three area virtual shows; Arts Burlington’s Online Christmas 
Sale at www.artsburlington.ca/latow-ecmunson, Credit Valley 
Artisans at www.creditvalleyartisans.ca/ConnieMunson.html, 
and ArtTrendZ. Of particular note is that her piece, Tangled 
Reflections, in the McMichael Gallery just won third place in 
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Last-Minute Shopping at Seasonal Holiday Markets! 


Join us on the updated virtual Artful & Artisanal Com- 
merce Corridor to browse leisurely and then with in- 
creased purpose the many bazaars, markets, and shows 
for shopping online from local makers. 

The virtual platforms ensure a safe visit which you can 
access from the comfort of your armchair. Arrangements 
vary for payment, curbside pickups or delivery. 

Heritage Mississauga has intriguing offerings to view for 
their online auction, Holiday Celebration 2020. The pro- 
ceeds are used for the Heritage Resource Centre which 
supports programming. For more information, visit 
www.32auctions.com/HMHolidayAuction2020. 


Holiday Celebration’ 2020 


On-Line Auction 


November 30 to December 16, 2020 


https://www.32auctions.com/HMHolidayAuction2020 


Mississauga Arts Council is launching an online Holiday 
Arts Boutique that will feature products and services from 
local Mississauga creatives. From visual arts, photogra- 
phy, music to buy, dance lessons, apparel, accessories, and 
lots more, there is something creative for everyone on 
your list this year. Launching on Thursday, Dec. 10, check 
it out at martys.store. Buying and delivery arrangements 
are made with each artist. 


This holiday season, shop online 
from your local creatives! 


Holiday Arts Boutique 


Coming Thursday, December 10 


MARTY 


STORE@ 


Arts On The Credit had their inaugural virtual three-di- 
mensional show, Inspired, on Dec. 3 with a tremendous 
response for this premiere virtual opening! To view the 
virtual gallery, visit www.artsonthecredit.ca. “You will be 
able to contact the artists directly to purchase their work 
and add to your collection, directly from the gallery.” 

; : Se © 


Visual Arts Mississauga has a beautiful online show, 
Wintertime Wishes, their Members Themed show, 2020. 
Visit their website for their full online programming at 
www.visualartsmississauga.com. 

The 21st Annual Lakeshore Art Trail is virtually accessi- 
ble with their Holiday Fine Art Market showcasing artists’ 
new work. Peruse their members online shops at your 
leisure. Please click on the Holiday Fine Art Market 
poster to be brought to our first-ever Online Art Trail! 
Visit www.lakeshorearttrail.com/lat-holiday- 
market.html. Sales and deliveries are arranged with each 
artist. 

ArtTrendZ continues their Virtual Holiday Bazaar! for 
the month of December with jewelry, art cards, prints, 
photographs, and more starting from $10.00; all priced 
at $$ONE Hundred or under! 

Visit each of the seven boutiques at 
www.facebook.com/ArtTrendz-An-Artist-Collective- 


1720407324932353. 


+ VIRTUAL HOLIDAY 4 
BAZAAR 


Extended for 
December 
Art and handcrafted gifts 
all under $100 


Piz 


Museum of Dufferin’s 16th annual Holiday Treasures 
show opened Dec. 1, and runs through Dec. 12 with virtual 
and on-site shopping. Book ahead at (519) 941-1114 for 
monitored access to shop in person. Open Tuesdays — Sat- 
urdays from 11 a.m.— 4 p.m. and on Thursdays from 11 
am. —7 p.m. 

This show traditionally draws many fine artists and ar- 
tisans from across Ontario. Visit 
www.dufferinmuseum.com/event/holiday-treasures for 
more information . 


Continued on Next Page 
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Shop for the Season at These Holiday Markets! 


Continued from Previous Page 


Headwaters Arts has the Cape Breton Highlands, Sherry 
Park’s solo show, online for viewing and purchasing. Per- 
sonalized arrangements for buying, pickup and/or deliv- 
ery in further detail at this link. Sherry’s show is on 
through January 3, 2021 in The Pond Gallery at Alton Mill 
Arts Centre, Visit www. headwatersarts.com/sherry-park- 
cape-breton-highlands to learn more. 


Headwaters 


arts 


And staying LIVE for the month of December, you can 
still check out almost 100 artists from six different guilds 
at Arts Burlington’s Online Christmas Sale at bulldog- 
tiger-ksdw.squarespace.com/gallery. With members from 
all over southern Ontario, even from as far north as Ot- 
tawa, their online marketing for members is awesome! 

Weavers, carvers, potters, hookers, fine art, and photog- 
raphy, it is clear that those creative makers have been 


busy in their studios. 
~~ inl 


Arts Burlin~’ 


CMRASTMAS SALE | 


ja - Nove-iver 30, 2020 


www. grrburnigion. Ea 


Visual Arts Brampton, A Non-profit Arts Community 
Encouraging Creativity, has Gift Certificates to use for 
their popular Zoom Paint Nights or even Memberships. 
Visit their Facebook page to see the range of activities and 
community engagement, (www.facebook.com/vabarts/), 
or look at the courses offered on their website, www.visu- 
alartsbrampton.com. 

Questions? Call (905) 453-9142 or email info@visu- 
alartsbrampton.com. Find more information on the paint 
nights at 
www.visualartsbrampton.com/programs/evening- 
out/paint-night . 

Credit Valley Artisans in Georgetown has opened up 
their online Christmas Sale, featuring 15 artist members 
from three of their guilds. Palette & Pencil Guild, Potters 


Great 
Holiday 
Gift Idea 


Live via Zoom 


ww @ Home 
Valo visuan arts 


& Sculptors Guild, and 


VisualArtsBrampton.com 
To see 


Stained Glass Artisans. 


more, visit www.creditvalleyartisans.ca. 

Beaux Arts Gallery opened at their new location with 
Winter Art Show and Sale, a virtual show running from 
Nov. 19 — Jan. 31, sponsored by the Downtown Brampton 
BIA. 


An amazing show and stellar 
range of work! Artists come from all over the GTA, the 
southwest in Burlington, up north in Mono, and from all 
over Peel Region to enter work in the shows at this gem 
of a gallery. To see all the art pieces, visit www.beauxarts- 
brampton.org/copy-of-exhibitions-1. 

With such a hustle and a bustle going on, these many 
non-profit and charitable arts and cultural organizations 
invite you to sit back in that comfy chair, check your 
naughty and nice list, and let your fingers do the clicking! 


Ct ARTIST RUN GALLERY 
BRAMPTON 
EST. 2002 


and SALE 2020 
SHOW miaress NOVEMBER 19 - JANUARY 31, 2021 


fi] Downtown 
Brampton BIA 


sponsored by 
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APPLYING FOR 
A GRANT? 


Attend an online Grant Writing 101 workshop 
to learn the fundamentals of grant writing for 
success. 


For dates and to registration visit 
brampton.ca/abf 


ADP (@ BRAMPTON 


